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Botterill makes three signings

Recently appointed Daventry Town manager Glen Botterill has begun to stamp his own mark on the Communications Park squad by introducing three new players to the club.

Botterill returned to his former club Long Buckby to snap up defender or midfielder Matt Green, while experienced striker Kevin Slinn has joined Town from Northampton Spencer.

Completing the new faces is defender Jack Higgins. The former Crewe and Boston United academy player has been signed from Conference side Rushden & Diamonds on work experience.

Former caretaker management duo Danny Finlay and Ady Greatrex have left Communications Park.

Sandy introduces new faces

Long Buckby’s new manager Adam Sandy has strengthened his squad by making four new signings in recent weeks.

Sandy’s assistant Matt Murphy, a former professional with Oxford and Swansea, has now signed playing forms for Buckby, transferring from Sileby. Murphy’s brother Phil, an experienced defender who has played for several Southern League clubs, has also left Sileby to link up with the Bucks.

Sandy has also recruited two players who played for him at Cogenhoe. Midfielder Dave Bond was most recently with Wellingborough last season, while one time Derby County junior Marc Hofford has signed from local club Overstone.

A departure from Station Road is Craig Kelly. The diminutive left back has signed for BGB Premier Division outfit Banbury.
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Benjamin leaves Doughboys

Former Premiership striker Trevor Benjamin has left Wellingborough after just two matches. The Jamaican international striker has signed for Unibond League club Kidsgrove, his fifth club of the season.

Recent additions to the playing staff at the Dog & Duck are defenders Ryan Lee from Northampton Spencer and Matt Harris, ever present skipper in the Thrapston ranks this term, plus Whitworths midfielder Paul Smith.

The Doughboys also have a new reserve team manager with Mark Walters, who has also been second string boss at near neighbours Raunds, taking up the post.

Mason back to boost Eagles title push

Stotfold have boosted their prospects of retaining the Premier Division championship by bringing one of last year’s key men back to Roker.

Joel Mason, who netted 27 goals in all competitions last season, has rejoined the Eagles after spending the first half of the season playing in the Ryman Premier League for Boreham Wood, now managed by former Stotfold boss Ian Allinson.

New faces strengthen Stewarts & Lloyds

Stewarts & Lloyds have strengthened their squad by recruiting two new players in recent weeks.

Striker Richard Forbes has returned to Occupation Road from local rivals Desborough while experienced defender Steve Julian, whose previous clubs include Corby and Stamford, has been snapped up from UniBond Leaguers Spalding.

Goodhand reaches Boston milestone

Boston Town midfield man Paul Goodhand reached a milestone on 31st January when he netted his one hundredth goal in Poachers colours. The former Grimsby Town youngster scored a trademark free kick to give Boston a vital victory at title rivals Newport Pagnell.

The Poachers have moved into championship contention themselves, taking their run without defeat to twelve games.

Suspensions for Lawrence Lambley, Matt Price, Nathan Iley and Nathan Collins will provide a test of Boston’s resources in the next few weeks. 

Newport run ended

Newport Pagnell’s 19 match unbeaten run came to an end on 31st January as Boston Town became the first side to win at Willen Road since February 2008 – fifty weeks and twenty matches before in all competitions.

The Swans’ sequence without loss was their second best ever in Premier Division action, falling one short of the twenty game run achieved in 2002-03. It did fall well short of the club’s best UCL run of thirty games, the last 25 of the 1981-82 campaign and first five of the next.

A recent addition to the Newport squad is Rushden & Diamonds youngster Alex Phillips who has joined the Swans on work experience. Phillips plays either at full back or central midfield.
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Holbeach unveil youth plans

Holbeach have announced plans to develop a new facility for their youth set up for the 2010-11 season. The Tigers have identified a 15 acre site at Pennyhill, within walking distance of Carters Park, which it is planned will be developed in conjunction with George Farmer Technology and Language College.

Plans have been drawn up for a clubhouse, third generation synthetic pitch and six grass pitches, to be prepared on the site which was formerly a nursery, and the club are now investigating ways of funding the £750,000 project.

A recent addition to the Holbeach backroom staff is former Peterborough United and Cambridge United professional Pat Rayment.

Desborough commence fund raising projects

Desborough have drawn up an extensive programme of fund raising projects to raise money for the rebuilding of the Waterworks Field clubhouse which was destroyed by fire in December.

One of the town’s social clubs has offered to stage a race night for the club, which will take place on 24th February, volunteers have carried out a leaflet drop round the town’s homes in a bid to generate donations, while an auction of football memorabilia is planned .

Hayes steps up at Thrapston

A change of management at Thrapston has seen assistant Seb Hayes step up to take charge following the resignation of Paul Smith for personal reasons. Smith had held the Chancery Lane reins since April 2006 when he succeeded Lee Howard in the hot seat.

New boss Hayes joined Thrapston as Smith’s assistant in the close season, having previously been reserve team manager at Yaxley. He has also managed Peterborough League club Oundle.

Assisting Hayes are Clive Rayner and Alan Isaac. Rayner was under 18s manager at St Neots last season before joining Huntingdon as reserve boss in the summer, while Isaac has been the youth team manager at Jubilee Park this term.

New manager Hayes has returned to former club Yaxley to make his first signing, recruiting the versatile Josh Crick.

United strengthen squad

Daventry United have strengthened their squad in readiness for a promotion push in the last three months of the season, adding a trio of new players to their playing staff.

United have pulled off a real coup by snapping up widely travelled striker Danny Finlay from neighbours Daventry Town. The veteran has been part of Town’s caretaker management team in recent weeks. Also switching from Town is midfielder Ben Jones, while a third new signing is front runner Kyle King from BGB League Bedworth.
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Furness joins Huntingdon backroom staff

Huntingdon have appointed local legend Mark Furness to their backroom staff. The former Huntingdon United star of the eighties has been appointed as reserve team manager at Jubilee Park, taking over from Clive Rayner who has moved on to Thrapston.

Recent player movement has seen Town recruit ex-St Neots man Joe Walsh from Great Paxton and St Ives youngster Neil Macphee.

Baldwin makes instant impact for Walnut Boys

AFC Kempston appear to have unearthed a new striking talent in teenager Aaron Baldwin. The 19 year old former Southend Manor player enjoyed a spectacular debut for the Walnut Boys on 24th January, scoring a hat trick as Kempston thrashed high riding ON Chenecks 6-0 at Hillgrounds. Seven days later Baldwin was again on the scoresheet with the winning goal in a single goal success at Irchester.

Leaving Hillgrounds is midfielder Jamie Cole who has joined BGB League Dunstable.

One goalscorer in, one out at Buckingham

Buckingham’s promotion challenge has received a boost with the return of one proven marksman to the fold as another leaves through the exit door.

Joel McCormick is back at Ford Meadow after a brief spell with Leighton, but the Robins’ record scorer Reuben Max-Grant has moved on, teaming up with former Buckingham manager Morell Maison at BGB Premier Division side Halesowen.  

Snippets

Bourne have added to their striking options with the signing of proven marksman Ian Dunn from Sleaford….Cogenhoe have signed Rushden & Diamonds midfielder James Freshwater on work experience but have lost the services of experienced striker Zac Nedimovic who has retired from the game….Potton have strengthened their strikeforce by recruiting Sean Murray from Biggleswade United….New faces at Sleaford are defender Max Coupland from Holbeach and utility man Leigh Taylor from Boston Town but wide man Matt Lunn has joined Lincoln United and midfielder Jason Sedlan is still out with a groin problem….Yaxley currently have experienced defender Andy Lodge sidelined with an ankle injury….Bugbrooke are set to lose the services of their reserve manager Neil Macgowan and wife Sharon, the club secretary. They fly out to a new life in Dubai next month….Paul Scully has been appointed reserve team coach at Burton Park who have widely travelled midfielder Adam Fitzjohn back in the fold after a spell with Wellingborough….Paul Hamblin has stepped up from assistant to manage the Irchester second string where the long serving Linda O’Reilly has stepped down….The recent bad weather has delayed work on the installation of the Peterborough Northern Star floodlight system, but the club remain on course for a March switch on….Experienced quartet Tim Clack, Glen Gibb, Ian Giles and Keith Morson are set to return from injury to boost Sileby’s promotion push….Whitworths are considering restoring the Wellingborough prefix to their name for next season. Construction of the ground perimeter fence at London Road will start before the end of the month with the latest estimate of the floodlights switch on being mid-March. 
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Saints in last sixteen again

St Ives reached the last sixteen of the FA Vase for the second season running by beating Stanway 2-0 on their own ground in their Fourth Round replay. Second half goals from Liam Kennett and Ozie Foster earned St Ives victory.

Paired at home to Northern League Marske in Round Five, the Saints have been frustrated by three postponements on their Westwood Road pitch, and have made contingency plans to play at Cambridge City’s Milton Road ground if a fourth postponement occurs. The winners of the tie will travel to North West Counties League outfit Glossop in the quarter finals on 28th February.

Places in county finals for four

Recent county cup action has seen four more clubs book places in competition finals.

Boston Town were comfortable 4-0 winners over Lincoln Moorlands in their Lincolnshire Senior Trophy semi, Paul Goodhand and Gary Bull scoring two goals apiece. The Poachers will meet either Sleaford or Winterton in the final.

The Northamptonshire Junior Cup final will be contested by Division One pair Peterborough Northern Star and Bugbrooke. Star routed Daventry United 7-1 in their Chestnut Avenue semi, Karl Gibbs scoring four times with Mark Paul, Paul Hill and Ronnie Fortune completing the Star tally. The Badgers overcame spirited opposition from hosts Burton Park before running out 3-2 Latimer Park winners, Shaun Daly netting the second half winner for Bugbrooke who had Will Briscoe on the mark twice in the opening minutes.

The ON Chenecks second string will take on Burton United or Weldon Reserves in the Northants Lower Junior Cup final after beating Reserve Division Two rivals Long Buckby 4-1 in the semis. Nathan Cook, Dan Machardie, James Mellor and Scott Barczewski shared the Chenecks goals.

The league is also guaranteed a finalist in the Huntingdonshire Senior Cup after our two survivors were paired in the semi finals. Eynesbury’s reward for a 2-0 win over local rivals St Neots, both goals scored by Jamie Graham in the closing stages of the game, was a trip to St Ives who progressed 2-0 at Ramsey with goals from Scott Fielding and Dan Pilsworth. Huntingdon bowed out though in an upset, 3-2 at Cambs League minnows Hemingfords.

The league’s interest in the Bedfordshire Senior Cup ended with Potton’s 4-3 derby defeat by Biggleswade United at the quarter final stage.

New Daventry Town manager Glen Botterill missed out on a Northants Hillier Senior Cup final against his old club Long Buckby as Town crashed 6-1 at Brackley in their semi final tie.

Holders through to Reserve semis

Holders Blackstones remain on course for a second successive appearance in the Reserve Knockout Cup final, but they needed a penalty shootout to progress from their quarter final at Deeping. Lower grade Rangers threatened an upset when Ben Stimpson cancelled out a Paul Clarke opener for Stones but it was the higher grade visitors who ran out 2-1 winners in the spot kick contest.

Blackstones will host Yaxley in the last four after the Cuckoos pipped hosts Bugbrooke 1-0 with a lone strike from Ashleigh Fife.      
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Transfer trail

The lack of activity on the field has been reflected in a low key month in the transfer market. The latest men on the move are as follows:-

163.
John Bowden
Desborough Town to Whitworths

164.
Richard Forbes
Desborough Town to Stewarts & Lloyds Corby

165.
Neil Macphee
St Ives Town to Huntingdon Town

166.
Tom O’Brien
Wellingborough Town 2004 to Bugbrooke St Michaels

167.
Phil Murphy
Northampton Sileby Rangers to Long Buckby

168.
Kevin Slinn
Northampton Spencer to Daventry Town

169.
Matt Green
Long Buckby to Daventry Town

170.
Josh Crick
Yaxley to Thrapston Town

171.
Leigh Taylor
Boston Town to Sleaford Town

172.
Ben Jones
Daventry Town to Daventry United

173.
Danny Finlay
Daventry Town to Daventry United

174.
Matt Harris
Thrapston Town to Wellingborough Town 2004

175.
Matt Murphy
Northampton Sileby Rangers to Long Buckby

176.
Max Coupland
Holbeach United to Sleaford Town

177.
Adam Fitzjohn
Wellingborough Town 2004 to Burton Park Wanderers

178.
Ian Dunn
Sleaford Town to Bourne Town

179.
Ryan Lee
Northampton Spencer to Wellingborough Town 2004

180.
Paul Smith
Whitworths to Wellingborough Town 2004

Bird and Petts win the year’s first managerial awards

The first Manager of the Month awards of 2009 were won by Dave Bird of Blackstones in the Premier Division and Gary Petts of Northampton Sileby Rangers in Division One.

Blackstones enjoyed a highly successful January in the top flight as wins over Potton, Rothwell Corinthians, Stewarts & Lloyds and Desborough gave them a maximum twelve point haul from four matches, earning former reserve boss Bird his first accolade since taking the first team reins during the summer.

Sileby chief Petts has been a regular winner of the awards in his lengthy managerial career, first with Thrapston and more recently at Fernie Fields. His side picked up ten points from their January programme, beating Wootton, ON Chenecks and Thrapston and rounding off the month by drawing with Rushden & Higham as they moved into second place in Division One.

Bull the January top marksman

The January Goalscorer of the Month prize was won by a man who is no stranger to picking up these awards – Boston Town skipper Gary Bull. The Poachers’ all time record marksman bagged seven goals, four of them penalties, in the month’s domestic fixtures, hitting a hat trick against Rothwell Corinthians, singles against St Neots and Raunds and a Knockout Cup brace against Holbeach. He was denied a double figure tally for January by failing to convert three further spot kicks during the month’s matches!   

Bull’s prolific month in front of goal saw him return to familiar territory at the top of the Premier Division scorecharts.
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Cups round-up

League Knockout Cup

Quarter finals – outstanding ties

Stewarts & Lloyds v Potton; St Ives v Holbeach (3/3).

Semi finals

Stotfold v St Ives/Holbeach; Stewarts & Lloyds/Potton v Holbeach.

Reserve Knockout Cup

Quarter finals

Bugbrooke 0 Yaxley 1; Deeping 1 Blackstones 1 aet, Blackstones won 2-1 on penalties; Northampton Spencer v Stewarts & Lloyds (21/2); Stotfold v Peterborough Northern Star (3/3).

Semi finals

Northampton Spencer/Stewarts & Lloyds v Stotfold/Peterborough Northern Star; Blackstones v Yaxley (21/2).

F.A. Vase

Fourth Round replay

Stanway 0 ST IVES 2.

Fifth Round (21/2)

ST IVES v Marske.

Quarter final (28/2)

Glossop v ST IVES/Marske.

Bedfordshire Senior Cup

Quarter final

POTTON 3 Biggleswade United 4.

Bedfordshire Senior Trophy

Semi final (21/2)

Cranfield v AFC KEMPSTON.

Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup

Quarter final

STOTFOLD RESERVES 3 Langford Reserves 1 aet.

Semi final (28/2)

Crawley Green Reserves v STOTFOLD RESERVES.

Berks & Bucks Senior Trophy

Semi final (by w/c 14/3)

NEWPORT PAGNELL v Aylesbury Vale.

Berks & Bucks Junior Cup

Fifth Round

P & IC United 4 OLNEY RESERVES 2.
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Cups round-up – continued

Huntingdonshire Senior Cup

Quarter finals

EYNESBURY 2 ST NEOTS 0; Ramsey 0 ST IVES 2; Hemingfords 3 HUNTINGDON 2.

Semi final (28/2)

ST IVES v EYNESBURY.

Huntingdonshire Premier Cup

First Round – outstanding ties

WOOTTON v Biggleswade Town; ST IVES v STOTFOLD (12/3).

Quarter finals

YAXLEY v WOOTTON/Biggleswade Town; Langford/Needingworth v ST NEOTS; Godmanchester v ST IVES/STOTFOLD.

Huntingdonshire Scott-Gatty Cup

Semi finals

HUNTINGDON RESERVES v Eaton Socon Reserves; ST IVES RESERVES v ST NEOTS RESERVES (24/2).  

Huntingdonshire Benevolent Cup

Semi finals (14/3)

EYNESBURY RESERVES v Buckden; ST NEOTS RESERVES v YAXLEY RESERVES.

Lincolnshire Senior Trophy

Semi finals

SLEAFORD v Winterton (24/2); BOSTON TOWN 4 Lincoln Moorlands Railway 0.

Northamptonshire Hillier Senior Cup

Semi final  - outstanding tie

Brackley 6 DAVENTRY TOWN 1.

FINAL

Brackley v LONG BUCKBY.

Northamptonshire Junior Cup

Semi finals

BURTON PW 2 BUGBROOKE 3; PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR 7 DAVENTRY UNITED 1.

FINAL

BUGBROOKE v PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR (15/4 @ Rushden & Diamonds).

Northamptonshire Lower Junior Cup

Semi final

ON CHENECKS RESERVES 4 LONG BUCKBY RESERVES 1.

FINAL

ON CHENECKS RESERVES v Burton United/Weldon Reserves.
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Cups round-up – continued

Buckingham Charity Cup

Quarter finals

Stony Stratford v BUCKINGHAM; LONG BUCKBY v Bicester; OLNEY 0 Leighton 7.

Semi finals

Stony Stratford/BUCKINGHAM v Leighton; Banbury v LONG BUCKBY/Bicester.

Hinchingbrooke Cup

Preliminary Round – outstanding tie

NORTHAMPTON SPENCER 0 ST NEOTS 2 (played at St Neots).

First Round – outstanding ties

RUSHDEN & HIGHAM v Biggleswade Town (25/2); Godmanchester v WOOTTON (24/2); ST NEOTS v THRAPSTON (24/2); BLACKSTONES v STOTFOLD.

Quarter finals

BOURNE v RUSHDEN & HIGHAM/Biggleswade Town; BLACKSTONES/STOTFOLD v Cranfield; ST NEOTS/THRAPSTON v Langford; Godmanchester/WOOTTON v ST IVES.

North Beds Charity Cup

Quarter final – outstanding tie

Langford 3 POTTON 1 aet.

Semi finals

Biggleswade United v STOTFOLD.

South Midlands Floodlight Cup

First Round

POTTON v St Margaretsbury.

Quarter final

Hanwell/Cockfosters v POTTON/St Margaretsbury.

Ancaster Cup

Quarter final – outstanding tie

BOURNE RESERVES v Sleaford Reserves.

Semi finals

BOURNE RESERVES/Sleaford Reserves v Deeping Sports/Stamford Belvedere; Langtoft/Buckminster v DEEPING RESERVES.

Biggleswade Knockout Cup

Quarter final (by 23/4)

Campton/Sandy v STOTFOLD RESERVES

South Midlands Reserve Floodlight Cup

Quarter finals

Oxhey Reserves 2 STOTFOLD RESERVES 4; POTTON RESERVES v Stansted Reserves/Wormley Reserves. 

Semi finals

STOTFOLD RESERVES v Royston Reserves/Biggleswade United Reserves; POTTON RESERVES/Stansted Reserves/Wormley Reserves v Broxbourne Reserves.
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Leading goalscorers (to 17 February)

Premier Division

22 – Gary Bull (Boston Town)

20 – Scott Fielding (St Ives), Darren Lynch (Newport Pagnell), Ryan Semple (Deeping)

17 – Ashley Stevens (Deeping)

16 – Mark Jones (Blackstones)

15 – Tom Berwick (Daventry Town)

13 – Ryan Aldrin (Stotfold), Michael Byrne (Stewarts & Lloyds)

12 – Darren Frost (Cogenhoe), Paul Goodhand (Boston Town), Vinny Shrieves (Newport Pagnell), 

        Alfie Taylor (Northampton Spencer)

11 – Callum Donnelly (Stotfold), Miles Hunter (Bourne – including 2 for Sleaford), Matt Kennedy

       (Boston Town), Adam Taylor (Raunds)

10 – Paul Caswell (Stewarts & Lloyds), Brett Donnelly (Stotfold), Russ Dunkley (Long Buckby), Lee

       Ellison (Deeping), Ben Foster (Long Buckby), Jeremy McMurrough (Potton), Jon Mitchell 

       (Desborough – including 5 for Wellingborough), Danny Nicholls (Newport Pagnell), Kevin Slinn 

       (Daventry Town – all for Northampton Spencer)

9 – Jamie Shaw (Sleaford), Tommy Treacher (Holbeach)

8 – Iain Blaikie (Desborough), Daniel Jacobs (Yaxley), Kris Jones, Micky Stones (Sleaford), Liam 

      Nimmo (Holbeach)

Division One

20 – Jamie Graham (Eynesbury)

19 – Karl Gibbs (Peterborough Northern Star)

17 – Will Briscoe (Bugbrooke), Mark Paul (Peterborough Northern Star)

12 – Ben Morgan (Thrapston)

11 – Lewis Haycock (Sileby)

10 – Matt Collins (Rushden & Higham), Sam Donadio (Wootton), Nick Worley (Sileby), Joel Young 

        (Daventry United)

8 – Ben Baines (Wootton), Lee Bassett (Huntingdon), Joel McCormick (Buckingham)

Reserve Division One

14 – Tom Lorraine (Woodford)

13 – Addie Staffieri (Bourne), Charlie Wixon (Sileby)

12 – Pete Smith (Sileby)

11 – Louis Taylor (Stotfold), Lee Thomson (Stewarts & Lloyds)

10 – Kieran Brennan (Blackstones), Carlton Ellwood (Whitworths – including 7 for Wellingborough), 

        Glenn Spearink (Bourne)

9 – Ondre Odane (Yaxley)

8 – Lance Allen (Bugbrooke), Anthony Bowskill (Stotfold), Paul Pickering (Northampton Spencer),  

      Moses Rodrigues (Whitworths)

Reserve Division Two

20 – Lewis Leckie (Deeping)

16 – Delaney Fifield (Long Buckby), James Stubbs (Deeping)

14 – Tommy Waldock (ex-Daventry Town)

10 – Lee Bradley (ON Chenecks), Clive Collyer (Thrapston)

9 – Ben Cole (Potton – all for St Neots), Dan Renshaw (Long Buckby)

8 - Scott Joseph, Jerome Thompson (Wootton), David Kilby (Peterborough Northern Star)

