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New sponsorship announced

The United Counties Football League is pleased to announce that with effect from 1st August 2009 the league will be sponsored by Hereward Teamwear of Peterborough.

The sponsorship will be for an initial period of three years and the league will be known as the ‘Hereward Teamwear United Counties League’ for the duration of the arrangement.

In an exciting new development Hereward are providing various incentives that will benefit all parties.

Hereward Teamwear are football specialists in the areas of personalised clothing, awards and trophies.

For the last three years they have been the exclusive suppliers of Mitre matchballs to the United Counties Football League.

Hereward Teamwear’s involvement with the league re-establishes the company’s sponsorship, having previously sponsored the league as Hereward Sports for a six year period between 1990 and 1996.

United Counties League chairman John Weeks said “In the current challenging economic climate we are delighted to have concluded a sponsorship agreement with Hereward Teamwear which maintains the level of the league’s sponsorship income. We look forward to working closely with Hereward Teamwear in a relationship which will be of mutual benefit to their business, the league and its member clubs”.

Echoing the thoughts of the league chairman Hereward directors Ady Barkess and Dave Oxer said “We have a long association with the league and although this year is going to be tough for everyone we felt that this opportunity was too good to turn down. Supporting football is important to us and is something we have been doing locally for over twenty years. Hopefully this new venture will see us continue to expand our growing business outside the Peterborough area”.

The league wishes to place on record its sincere thanks to Wells and Young’s for their support of the league through the Eagle Bitter brand over the last nine seasons – the longest running sponsorship in the competition’s lengthy history.    

EAGLE BITTER UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE
NEWSLETTER NO. 233                                APRIL 2009                                        PAGE 2
Lomas rings the changes at Kester Way

The speculation finally came to an end on 23rd March when St Neots unveiled former Northern Ireland international midfielder Steve Lomas as their manager until the end of the season. The former Manchester City and West Ham star duly named his one time Maine Road team mate and fellow Irishman Michael Hughes as his assistant.

Completing the Kester Way management team is French Under 21 and B international Sylvain Legwinski, who played for his county in the Olympic Games and numbers Monaco, Bordeaux, Fulham and Ipswich among his previous clubs.
Lomas has brought a host of new faces into the Saints squad. Front runner Scott Ginty has become the latest Peterborough United teenager to join the club on work experience, while two recruits from the higher levels of the non league game are midfielder Michael Hyem who has been with Cambridge United and Bishops Stortford, and veteran defender Glen Fuff who has given good service to Kings Lynn and Cambridge City and was more recently with Soham.

Wide man Tony Scully has joined from Mildenhall while one time Fulham striker Ishmael Ehui has the joined the Saints after a spell playing in Cyprus.

The changes at the club have been well received by the paying public with over 1,300 spectators attending Lomas’s first three home matches in charge, with the Easter Monday derby against St Ives drawing the biggest attendance in the league this season, 545.

St Neots made the most of their Hinchingbrooke Cup reprieve after playing the cup tied Carl Mackney in their win against Thrapston. The replay at Chancery Lane saw the Saints run out 2-1 winners to give Steve Lomas his first victory at the helm.

Daventry axe Botterill after fourteen games
Daventry Town dismissed manager Glenn Botterill in early April after just fourteen matches at the Communications Park helm. The former Long Buckby manager took charge in the middle of January and was unbeaten in his first nine league games, eight of which were won, although Town did lose at higher grade Brackley in the Northants Hillier Senior Cup semi final.

Four defeats in eleven days in late March and early April ruled Daventry out of the promotion race and the manager paid the price with his job.

Assistant Andy Peaks has also left the club with Lee McBain, former assistant to previous manager Martyn Walker, taking over for the closing weeks of the campaign.

Botterill signings Matt Green, Kevin Slinn and Sean Calcutt have also left Town.

Daventry have been successful in obtaining an E grade for the Communications Park ground and thus become eligible to play at step 4 if finishing in a promotion position.   
Ex-Poacher wins England Under 21 caps
Goalkeeper Scott Loach has become the first former Boston Town player to win international honours when he played for the England Under 21 side against Ecuador and Norway recently. The 20 year old custodian, now established as first choice at Championship side Watford, made eighteen appearances for Boston during 2005 when he joined on work experience from Lincoln City.

Two new stands are to be constructed at the Tattershall Road ground over the summer as the Poachers continue their programme of ground improvements.  
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Fans protest halts Waterworks Field development plans
The long term future of Desborough Town’s historic Waterworks Field ground recently came under threat when the Desborough Town Council revealed plans identifying the site for possible future development. However a council meeting to discuss the possibility on 16th April saw a large turnout of club members and supporters air opposition to the scheme which has now been dropped.

The debris from the fire at the ground in December has now been cleared from the Waterworks Field.

The club’s recent auction of memorabilia obtained from league clubs raised £1,000 plus towards the club’s ground development fund. A signed Arsenal team photograph attracted a £120 bid while a 1953 FA Cup final programme fetched £60. Items not sold are now being auctioned on e-bay. A recent race night also raised over £700 with the next fund raising initiative a ‘Question of Sport’ style quiz between the first team and reserve side.

Spencer line up interesting pre season games

Northampton Spencer have already lined up a couple of interesting matches as part of their build up to the 2009-10 campaign.

The Millers will play the Royal Marines representative side on 1st August for the Marc Birch Memorial Trophy. Former Spencer player Marc was a member of the Royal Marines who tragically lost his life in Afghanistan in December last year.

The week before on 25th July Spencer will host the Great Britain deaf squad who are based in a training camp locally as they prepare for the Special Olympics. 
Yaxley boss set for Snowdon assault

Yaxley manager Gary Clipston is set to don boots of a different kind on 13th June when he climbs Mount Snowden in a fund raising initiative for the club and the Peterborough Breast Cancer Support Group.  

The 1,085 metre (3,560 feet) climb will present the Cuckoos boss with a new challenge, but he is looking forward to the assault on the Welsh peak in aid of two worthwhile causes.
Sandy rebuilds at Buckby

Long Buckby have been one of the busier clubs in recent weeks as manager Adam Sandy has reshaped the squad he inherited at Station Road.

Left back Craig Kelly has rejoined the club from Banbury while Dan Burke is also back in the fold after a spell with near neighbours Daventry Town.

Another former player returning is Courtney Herbert who has won a first team place after stepping up from Town League football with Harlequins while goalkeeper Ollie Urquhart has arrived from Rushden & Higham to fill the vacancy left by Farhad Afandiyev’s move to BGB League Atherstone.
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Waldock among the goals as United close in on Premier return

Daventry United have had their ground passed for the Premier Division, and after the heartbreak of last season when a late collapse in fortunes saw them slip out of the promotion places they appear set to make amends this time round.

With four matches to play just two points were required to clinch a top two finish ahead of ON Chenecks and Sileby, but with Chenecks not applying for promotion and Rangers boasting a substantially inferior goal difference the 55 points accumulated in the first 26 matches might well prove enough for Darren Foster’s men.
Last season’s top scorer Tommy Waldock has had a low key season this time round missing almost two months through injury but he’s back at his best for the run in as basement side Irchester can testify. Waldock doubled his goal tally for the season by scoring six times against the Romans in United’s 8-1 success at Royal Oak Way on 4th April. It was the biggest individual goal haul in first team UCL football since Danny Bowyer scored six for Eye against Sileby in May 2004.

Codrington in Irchester exit

Irchester have parted company with manager Kenny Codrington. After enjoying spectacular success managing in Sunday football ex-Romans player Codrington looked a shrewd Alfred Street appointment during the close season, but he failed to bring about an upturn in the club’s fortunes as they found themselves in familiar territory at the wrong end of Division One.

In recent weeks work commitments had prevented Codrington from attending matches on a regular basis.
Reserve team manager Paul Hamblin and injured goalkeeper Laurence Denton have been looking after the team in the closing weeks of the season.

Name changes for Flourmen
Division One club Whitworths will be operating under a new name next season at a newly retitled ground.

The club have decided to reinstate the ‘Wellingborough’ prefix which was dropped from the club name four years ago, while also dropping the ‘s’ from the end of the Whitworths tag.

The London Road ground will also be retitled and will now be known as the Victoria Mill ground. 
Floodlight boosts for Division One trio
Three Division One clubs have good news to report on the floodlighting front. Bugbrooke will be upgrading their system in May, with new lamps and two additional pylons on the half way line expected to improve their illumination to over 200 lux. Peterborough Northern Star now have their lights up at Chestnut Avenue while ON Chenecks have been granted planning permission to install floodlights at their Billing Road ground. 
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Stotfold and Stewarts & Lloyds contest League Knockout Cup final

Stotfold and Stewarts & Lloyds will contest the League Knockout Cup final at Raunds on Wednesday 22nd April. The pair both made home advantage count in their semi final ties on April 7th.

S&L enjoyed the more emphatic semi success beating Blackstones 3-0 with goals from Michael Byrne twelve minutes in, Paul Caswell on the hour and Ed Matthews in the final minute. They had previously seen off reinstated Northampton Spencer 1-0 in the final quarter final with a first half Caswell goal.
Stotfold booked their final place with a single goal win over St Ives at Roker, Stuart Lochhead the marksman after seventeen minutes.

Spencer through to meet holders

Northampton Spencer will take on Reserve Knockout Cup holders Blackstones in this season’s final at Rothwell Corinthians on 29th April.

The Millers sprang a semi final surprise beating Stotfold at Kingsthorpe Mill. After a goalless ninety minutes Jimmy Marks gave Spencer the lead with just four minutes left in extra time. Two minutes later Neil Smith hauled Stotfold level, but the reprieve proved temporary as Spencer emerged 4-2 shootout winners.

Walnut Boys beaten in final

AFC Kempston Rovers’ first appearance in the Bedfordshire Senior Trophy ended in disappointment as they went down 3-1 to 61FC Luton at Biggleswade Town’s Carlsberg Stadium.

An Alex Bennett effort after 51 minutes and Ryan Smith goal after 65 minutes put the Spartan South Midlands side in charge and they added a 90th minute third through Hayden Wills. Craig Grieve netted a Kempston consolation in the fifth minute of added time.

Gibbs gives Star the verdict

A hat trick from Karl Gibbs gave Peterborough Northern Star the verdict in the all Division One final of the Northamptonshire Junior Cup at Rushden & Diamonds on 15th April.

Gibbs opened the scoring against Bugbrooke after 25 minutes and he doubled Star’s advantage three minutes before the end of the first half.

Shaun Daly had a 56th minute penalty saved for Bugbrooke but Will Briscoe’s goal on 78 minutes gave the Badgers a glimmer of hope. Gibbs sealed a 3-1 Star success with his hat trick goal five minutes from time.

Stotfold retain Intermediate Cup

Stotfold Reserves kept their grip on the Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup, beating Dunstable Town Reserves in a dramatic finale at Langford on 14th April.

James Peters gave the holders the lead on the stroke of half time but they were pegged back by a Tunde Aderonma reply on the hour.

With extra time beckoning Ashey Fitton popped up two minutes into stoppage time to give the Eagles a 2-1 success.
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St Neots complete hat trick

St Neots Reserves carried off the Huntingdonshire Scott-Gatty Cup for a third successive season, beating Reserve Division One rivals Huntingdon 2-0 in the final at Eynesbury.
A first half double strike from Colleges international Ben Colmer after six and thirty minutes won the trophy for the Saints and gave them their first silverware to display at their new Kester Way ground.
Chenecks go nap in final

The ON Chenecks second string turned in a sparkling performance to win the Northants Lower Junior Cup in style at Raunds. A five star show saw them defeat outclassed Weldon Reserves 5-0 in the final.

Scott Barczewski set the ball rolling after 22 minutes and when Nathan Cook added a second two minutes before the break Chenecks had a stranglehold on the tie. Blair Patterson added a third a minute ast the hour with Chris Park joining the goal spree five minutes later. Leigh Burdett rounded off the scoring with seventeen minutes remaining.

Saints through to Premier semis

St Ives are still on course for some county silverware after they booked a semi final place in the Huntingdonshire Premier Cup by winning 1-0 at Godmanchester with a lone strike from Scott Fielding.

St Ives will have home advantage in the last four against either Langford or local rivals St Neots. The other semi final could see Yaxley take on Ramsey, the club which ended their reign as Senior Cup holders. The Cuckoos have to get past FA Vase quarter finalists Biggleswade Town first in their last eight tie.

Snippets

Bourne have received eight applications so far for their managerial vacancy….The hard work of club members paid off for St Ives as they were successful in obtaining an E grading from the Football Association which will enable them to be promoted to step 4 football in the event they finish in a promotion position….AFC Kempston midfielder Dave Barron has left Hillgrounds to take up a coaching position in the United States. He will be away for a six month stint coaching youngsters….Buckingham stalwart Robin Taylor has been named as the Berks & Bucks FA Groundsman of the Year for step 5 and 6 in the two counties.  
Book Review  - The FA Amateur Cup Complete Results
Before the FA Vase, there was the FA Amateur Cup, which was the biggest prize available to amateur clubs from its inception in 1891 to its cessation 83 years later when the Football Association abolished the amateur status..
A fifteen year project to research all the competition’s results has come to fruition with this publication which will be a fascinating addition to football historians and statisticians’ bookshelves.

Around half of our current member clubs are past entrants in the competition while numerous other past members competed in the prestigious competition.

In addition to the full season by season results, contents include a brief history of the competition, roll of honour, full details of finals including line ups and attendances, an alphabetical list of competing clubs, dates of rounds, the draw for the unplayed 1939-40 competition, top 20 clubs by games played and wins percentage and a list of highest scoring matches.
The book is available from Tony Brown, 4 Adrian Close, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 6FL at a price including postage of £18, cheques payable to Tony Brown.
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Transfer trail

Plenty of late activity in the transfer market took the season’s final tally of moves to 229, the highest seasonal total of moves since 240 players changed allegiance in 1991-92.

Late movers were as follows:-

209.
Max O’Keefe
AFC Kempston Rovers to Potton United

210.
Danny Rogers
Desborough Town to Wellingborough Town 2004

211.
John Hughes
Raunds Town to Cogenhoe United

212.
James Curran
Yaxley to Blackstones

213.
James Freshwater
Cogenhoe United to Raunds Town

214.
Richard Crockett
Long Buckby to Daventry Town

215.
James Mallows
Whitworths to Thrapston Town

216.
Luke McDowell
Yaxley to Thrapston Town

217.
Adam Geoghegan
Desborough Town to Stewarts & Lloyds Corby

218.
Oliver Urquhart
Rushden & Higham United to Long Buckby

219.
Peter Callan
Wellingborough Town 2004 to Burton Park Wanderers

220.
Matthew Atkins
Deeping Rangers to Eynesbury Rovers

221.
Dan Burke
Daventry Town to Long Buckby 


222.
Jack Smith
Deeping Rangers to Holbeach United

223.
Carlton Ellwood
Whitworths to Burton Park Wanderers

224.
Carl Barrick
Wellingborough Town 2004 to Northampton Spencer

225.
Stephen Healey
Bugbrooke St Michaels to Cogenhoe United

226.
Danny Varnfield
Raunds Town to Burton Park Wanderers

227.
Tom Sergeant
Bourne Town to Sleaford Town

228.
Louis Dupree
Burton Park Wanderers to Raunds Town

229.
Chris Norman
Irchester United to Whitworths 

Managerial awards for Shrieves and Marks

The March Manager of the Month awards were won by Terry Shrieves of Newport Pagnell in the Premier Division and Andy Marks of ON Chenecks in Division One.

The Swans stepped up their championship bid during the month reeling off seven straight wins before completing the month with a draw against Desborough. Newport scored eighteen goals and conceded just four during March. They also beat Aylesbury Vale to reach the final of the Berks & Bucks Senior Trophy for the second successive season.

In Division One Chenecks lost to title favourites Peterborough Northern Star during March but won their remaining five March fixtures to cement their place in the top three of the table.

Byrne the top March marksman

The Goalscorer of the Month award for March was won by Stewarts & Lloyds goal ace Michael Byrne who found the opposition nets on seven occasions to give S&L a great chance of landing their first Premier crown.

Byrne scored a hat trick against Raunds, two at Stotfold and one apiece at Deeping and at home to Wellingborough, with the goals at Outgang Road and Roker crucial in earning S&L important victories against title rivals.

. 
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Cups round-up

League Knockout Cup

Quarter finals – outstanding tie

Stewarts & Lloyds 1 Northampton Spencer 0.

Semi finals

Stotfold 1 St Ives 0; Stewarts & Lloyds 3 Blackstones 0.

FINAL (22/4 @ Raunds)
Stotfold v Stewarts & Lloyds.
Reserve Knockout Cup

Semi finals – outstanding tie

Northampton Spencer 1 Stotfold 1 aet, Northampton Spencer won 4-2 on penalties.

FINAL (29/4 @ Rothwell Corinthians)
Northampton Spencer v Blackstones.
Bedfordshire Senior Trophy

FINAL (8/4 @ Biggleswade Town)

61 FC Luton 3 AFC KEMPSTON ROVERS 1.

Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup

FINAL (14/4 @ Langford)

STOTFOLD RESERVES 2 Dunstable Reserves 1.

Berks & Bucks Senior Trophy

FINAL (28/4 @ Abingdon United
NEWPORT PAGNELL v Reading Town.

Huntingdonshire Senior Cup

FINAL (4/5 @ Yaxley)

AFC Fletton v ST IVES.

Huntingdonshire Premier Cup

First Round – outstanding tie

WOOTTON 2 Biggleswade Town 3 (played at Biggleswade).

Quarter finals

YAXLEY v Biggleswade Town (21/4); Langford v ST NEOTS; Godmanchester 0 ST IVES 1.

Semi finals

ST IVES v Langford/ST NEOTS; YAXLEY/Biggleswade Town v Ramsey.
Huntingdonshire Scott-Gatty Cup

FINAL (25/3 @ Eynesbury)
HUNTINGDON RESERVES 0 ST NEOTS RESERVES 2.

Huntingdonshire Benevolent Cup

FINAL (22/4 @ Huntingdon)
EYNESBURY RESERVES v ST NEOTS RESERVES.
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Cups round-up – continued

Lincolnshire Senior Trophy

FINAL (21/4 @ Lincoln City)

BOSTON TOWN v Winterton.

Northamptonshire Hillier Senior Cup

FINAL (28/4 @ Brackley)
Brackley v LONG BUCKBY.

Northamptonshire Junior Cup

FINAL (15/4 @ Rushden & Diamonds)
BUGBROOKE 1 PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR 3.

Northamptonshire Lower Junior Cup

FINAL (26/3 @ Raunds)

ON CHENECKS RESERVES 5 Weldon Reserves 0.

Buckingham Charity Cup

Quarter final – outstanding tie

Stony Stratford 2 BUCKINGHAM 2 aet, Buckingham won 4-2 on penalties.

Semi final

BUCKINGHAM v Leighton (1st leg 27/4, 2nd leg 30/4).

Hinchingbrooke Cup

First Round – outstanding ties

BLACKSTONES 1 STOTFOLD 6. Replay: THRAPSTON 1 ST NEOTS 2.

Quarter finals

BOURNE 0 RUSHDEN & HIGHAM 0 aet, Rushden & Higham won 7-6 on penalties; STOTFOLD v Cranfield (28/4); ST NEOTS v Langford (28/4); Godmanchester 0 St IVES 1 aet.
Semi finals
ST NEOTS/Langford v STOTFOLD/Cranfield; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM v ST IVES (23/4).

North Beds Charity Cup

Semi final

Biggleswade United 1 STOTFOLD 2.

FINAL (date and venue tba)
Langford/Cranfield v STOTFOLD.
Ancaster Cup

Quarter final – outstanding tie

BOURNE RESERVES 1 Sleaford Reserves 2 aet.

Semi final

Langtoft/Buckminster v DEEPING RESERVES.

Biggleswade Knockout Cup

Quarter final 
Campton v STOTFOLD RESERVES (5/5).

South Midlands Reserve Floodlight Cup

Semi final

STOTFOLD RESERVES v Royston Reserves/Biggleswade United Reserves. 
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Leading goalscorers (to 15 April)
Premier Division

29 – Ryan Semple (Deeping)

27 – Darren Lynch (Newport Pagnell)
25 – Michael Byrne (Stewarts  & Lloyds)

24 – Gary Bull (Boston Town), Scott Fielding (St Ives)

21 – Alfie Taylor (Northampton Spencer)

20 – Paul Caswell (Stewarts & Lloyds)
17 – Tom Berwick (Daventry Town), Ben Foster (Long Buckby), Paul Goodhand (Boston Town),
        Vinny Shrieves (Newport Pagnell)


16 – Ryan Aldrin (Stotfold), Mark Jones (Blackstones)

15 – Kevin Slinn (Daventry Town – including 10 for Northampton Spencer)

14 – Brett Donnelly, Callum Donnelly (Stotfold), Darren Frost (Cogenhoe), Jon Mitchell (Desborough 
        - including 5 for Wellingborough)

13 – Iain Blaikie (Desborough), Russ Dunkley (Long Buckby), Miles Hunter (Bourne – including 2 for 
        Sleaford), Matt Kennedy (Boston Town), Danny Nelson (Daventry Town), Liam Nimmo 

        (Holbeach), Adam Taylor (Raunds)

12 – Jeremy McMurrough (Potton)

11 – Lee Ellison (Deeping), Liam Harrold (Yaxley – including 2 for Deeping), Danny Nicholls 
        (Newport Pagnell), Jamie Shaw (Sleaford)
10 – Dan Jacobs (Yaxley), Ross Nichols (Holbeach), Peter Okecchukwu (St Neots), Richard Wesley
        (Daventry Town)
Division One

28 – Karl Gibbs (Peterborough Northern Star), Jamie Graham (Eynesbury)
25 – Mark Paul (Peterborough Northern Star)

21 – Will Briscoe (Bugbrooke), Nick Worley (Sileby)

17 – Joel Young (Daventry Unied)

15 – Lewis Haycock (Sileby)

14 – Ben Morgan (Thrapston)

13 – Tommy Waldock (Daventry United)

12 – Matt Collins (Rushden & Higham)

11 – Joel McCormick (Buckingham), Jason Vaughan (Irchester)

10 – Ben Baines, Sam Donadio (Wootton), Aaron Baldwin, Kofi Schulz (AFC Kempston), Jamie 
        Nuttall (ON Chenecks), Luke Raftery (Whitworths)
Reserve Division One

21 – Tom Lorraine (Woodford)

19 – Lee Thomson (Desborough – including 11 for Stewarts & Lloyds)
18 – Charlie Wixon (Sileby)

17 – Kieran Brennan (Blackstones)

16 – Addie Staffieri (Bourne)

15 – Jordan Middleton (Desborough), Pete Smith (Sileby)

14 – Ryan Lovell (Northampton Spencer)

13 – Lance Allen (Bugbrooke), Bobby Drain (Stewarts & Lloyds), Paul Pickering (N’ton Spencer)
12 – Ondre Odain (Yaxley), Louis Taylor (Stotfold)

11 – Moses Rodrigues (Whitworths)

10 – Lee Bassett (St Neots – including 8 for Huntingdon), Dave McIvor (Sileby), Glenn Spearink (Bourne)
Reserve Division Two 
24 – Lewis Leckie (Deeping)

18 – Lee Bradley (ON Chenecks)

17 – Delaney Fifield (Long Buckby)
14 – Tommy Waldock (ex-Daventry Town)

13 – Ben Stimpson (Deeping)
12 – Clive Collyer (Thrapston), Kyle Stimpson (Buckingham) 

10 – Carlton Ellwood (Burton PW – including 7 for Wellingborough and 3 for Whitworths), Ian King 

         (St Ives), Elliott Muddiman (ON Chenecks), James Stubbs (Deeping)
