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Meteoric rise for Herbert

Long Buckby’s 20 year old striker Courtney Herbert has completed a meteoric six month rise from parks soccer to the professional ranks by signing a two year contract with League Two side Northampton Town.

Herbert initially played for Buckby under Aidy Mann’s management but drifted back into local football before becoming one of Adam Sandy’s first Station Road recruits, joining from Northampton Harlequins in March.

The player scored six goals in ten games at the end of last season, one of them in the Northants Hillier Senior Cup final, and he impressed the Cobblers’ coaching staff in the pre-season Maunsell Cup match. 

Herbert was again among the goals for Buckby at the start of the current campaign scoring four times in ten games, and after being given two trial matches by the Cobblers in their reserve side he was offered a two year deal at Sixfields.

Within days of signing Herbert was making his first team debut as a substitute at Shrewsbury on 26th September and three days later he enjoyed a goalscoring first start in a 3-1 win over Rotherham.

Herbert follows the same path taken by his Station Road manager Adam Sandy who joined the Cobblers from then UCL club Wolverton almost thirty years ago!

The Buckby boss has been busy adding to his squad in recent weeks, and Dan Holman, signed from league rivals Cogenhoe, has proved a more than capable replacement for Herbert, notably when scoring all five goals in Buckby’s FA Vase win over Felixstowe! Another striking recruit at Station Road is Vijay Sidhu from Barwell.

Skipper Richard Bunting has been sidelined after suffering a broken foot at Daventry Town on 22nd September and is likely to miss two to three months.
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McLeod steps up at Desborough

Desborough manager Dave Williams became the top flight’s first managerial casualty when he resigned at the Waterworks Field on 23rd September. The former Shepshed and Rothwell Town manager had taken charge of Ar Tarn in the summer of 2008 following Steve Noble’s move to Stewarts & Lloyds. Coach Frank Benjamin accompanied Williams through the exit door.

Reserve team manager Martin McLeod has stepped up to the top job. He joined the club from Corby Hellenic Fisher in the summer of 2007 having given service as a player to Corby Town, Stewarts & Lloyds, Bourne, Cottingham and Rothwell Corinthians. At 33 years of age he becomes the youngest manager in the top flight.

The new manager faces a rebuilding job with several key players leaving the club, Jon Mitchell, Jamie Gilsenan, Scott Marshall and Iain Blaikie among those moving on.

Martin Lee, who had worked with McLeod with the reserves, will now manage the second string.

Bill Clegg testimonial match a great success

The testimonial match for long serving Stotfold official Bill Clegg on 20th September proved a great success with over 500 people watching a Stotfold veterans side take on the Arsenal Celebrity team at Roker. The afternoon raised £4,200 for Bill who spent half a century as the Eagles’ secretary.

On the field recent Eagles recruits include utility man Ben L’Honore from Langford and young Hitchin front runner George Brinkman, but Callum Donnelly has moved to Barton Rovers after being sent off in Stotfold’s defeat at Boston on 26th September.

Watson joins Shopmates management team

Raunds have made an addition to their management team with Mark Watson joining the club as first team coach. Watson previously held a coaching position with league rivals Desborough.

Rushden & Diamonds have recalled youngsters Matt Evans and Lewis Hallford from their work experience spells at Kiln Park, but Raunds have welcomed back a proven goalscorer in Adam Taylor, their leading marksman last season with 16 goals in all competitions, and signed another regular goalscorer in Desborough’s Iain Blaikie.

Milestones for Saints defensive duo

St Ives defenders Will Fordham and Dan Newman have both reached appearance milestones in recent weeks with Fordham playing his 350th match in a Saints shirt and Newman reaching the 300 mark. Front man Jamie Blackwell could also be celebrating a milestone soon as his next appearance will be his one hundredth for the Westwood Road club.

Striker Louie Evans is ready for a return to action after being sidelined in his club debut on the season’s opening day, but long term absentees Dan Moyes and Lloyd Howard remain on the sidelines.
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Watertight Town continue winning run

Daventry Town are living up to all expectations so far with the only blemish on their Premier Division record to date a goalless draw at Desborough on the first Tuesday of the season. The other six matches have been won while Town are yet to concede a goal in ten and a half hours of league action.

Daventry have conceded to Desborough and Cambridge City in the FA Cup and Rothwell Corinthians in the League Knockout Cup but they remain involved in the latter competition plus the FA Vase and Northants Hillier Senior Cup.

Under 18 players Ollie Chater and Liam Kenny have both made their first team debuts in recent weeks.

Injuries decimate Stones midfield
Injuries have bitten deep into Blackstones’ midfield resources in recent weeks with both Elton Holmes (hamstring) and Matty Doyle (ankle) sidelined in the same match at Daventry on 26th September, joining long term casualty Andy Boome in the queue for the treatment table. Striker Mark Jones (hamstring) and defender Carl Bird (work commitments) have also been sidelined leaving the squad short on numbers.

Arriving at Lincoln Road are midfield man Ross Nichols from Holbeach, Robbie Pearce who scored a netful of goals for Rutland Rangers last season before going travelling abroad and Neil Oakley, a centre half or centre forward serving in the RAF who has been playing for Bustleholme in the West Midlands League.

Doughboys strengthen all areas

Wellingborough manager Rob Gould has been busy recruiting new faces after his side’s disappointing start to the season.

Rejoining the club to strengthen the defence is Chris Goode, who was a member of the Doughboys squad which won promotion to the top flight four seasons ago. He has been concentrating on cricket in recent years and has also had a spell refereeing.

A midfield signing is Michael Parkes from ON Chenecks, he had a quick impact with the winning goal against one of his former clubs Daventry United in the FA Vase, while another former Motorman arriving at the Dog & Duck is striker Tom Liversedge who made a goalscoring debut with the decisive goal in the Northants Hillier Senior Cup against Rothwell Corinthians.

Two in, three out for St Neots

Player movement has continued apace at St Neots in recent with two players arriving at Kester Way and three more moving on.

Ian Edge has returned to his former club Peterborough Northern Star, while Lance Gentle-King has switched to Hitchin and Parys Okai has linked up with Arlesey.

The Saints have swooped to make a couple of signings themselves with lively front man Jon Mitchell joining from Desborough and goalscoring wide man Paul Garrett moving up the A1 from Stotfold.

Defender Nicky Hurst is back in the squad after serving a double dose of suspensions for offences committed with previous club Godmanchester.

HEREWARD TEAMWEAR UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE

NEWSLETTER NO. 238                                OCTOBER 2009                                      PAGE 4

Marc Birch memorial match raises £7,000
Northampton Spencer’s staging of a match in memory of former Millers player Marc Birch, who was killed in action in Afghanistan in December 2008 while serving with the Royal Marines, proved a great success on 13th September.

Former Millers boss Steve Jelley reunited the club’s Northants Hillier Cup winning team from 2006 to take on the Royal Marines representative side. The Spencer side ran out 5-0 winners and the afternoon’s proceedings raised £7,000 for the armed forces charity Help for Heroes.

Three newcomers for Newport

Newport Pagnell manager Terry Shrieves has moved to strengthen his squad in recent weeks, adding a trio of new faces to his squad.

Goalkeeper Ed Thompson, a one time Dagenham & Redbridge player, has joined the Swans from Potters Bar, while defender or midfielder Alex Phillips has switched from Deeping having previously been with Newport on ‘work experience’ from Rushden & Diamonds last season. Completing the trio is former Arlesey central defender Dean Buss.

Wide man Daren Dykes is expected to return from his hamstring injury during November.

Wakes add to squad

Bourne have added several new faces to their playing staff in recent weeks as manager Martyn Lakin extends his resources.

Most experienced capture is wide man Jamie Lawrence who has missed out on playing for a couple of years while working for the Boston United centre of excellence. His previous clubs include Spalding, Boston Town and Deeping. Another recruit with Boston United connections is defender Marc Day who arrives from league rivals Yaxley.

Also linking up with Bourne are Pinchbeck midfielder Lee Marshall and Swineshead front runner Jack Houghton.

Rangers’ reserve run goes on

Deeping’s newly promoted second string continue to impress after winning promotion from Reserve Division Two last season. Six wins and a draw in their first seven matches back in the top flight have extended their unbeaten run to an incredible 23 matches during the 2009 calendar year and only two of those matches ended in stalemate!

Striker Sam Bettinson has returned to action after being sidelined first by injury and then by mumps!
Corinths strengthen squad
New additions to the Rothwell Corinthians squad are experienced striker Mike Sneddon and midfielder Luke Bewers. Sneddon numbers Grantham and Corby among his previous clubs and has just returned from a year long teaching assignment in the far east, while Bewers returns from a brief spell with Desborough.

Tom Johnson has returned to action after a six month absence with a groin problem while centre backs Chris Dunn and John Mackay are also ready to make their comebacks after shorter spells on the injured list.
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All change at Buckingham

Buckingham became the first Division One club to undergo a change of manager this season when Tony Joyce resigned after the Robins’ 1-1 draw at Wootton on 12th September. Joyce had been at the Buckingham helm since May 2006.

A few days later reserve team boss Terry Hill also quit Ford Meadow and shortly afterwards took the reins at Spartan South Midlands League neighbours Buckingham Athletic. 

In the wake of the departures Town saw many members of both first and reserve squads leave the club.

Youth team boss Phil Simons was handed the reins on a caretaker basis and after suffering a 7-0 defeat by Whitworth in his first match in charge, celebrated his first win at the helm on 26th September as a line up believed to be the youngest in the club’s history overturned a two goal deficit to beat AFC Kempston 3-2 at Ford Meadow. Skipper Chris Robson, at 26 the only player over the age of 21, started the fightback with late goals from Kyle Stimpson and James Bishop securing the points.

Simons has put together a squad largely made up of past and present members of his youth teams.

Without a reserve team manager the club has been given breathing space by the league with the next Reserve Division Two fixture scheduled for 17th October. Former second string boss Pete Stevens has now agreed to step into the breach.
Familiar faces back with Star

Division One champions Peterborough Northern Star have welcomed three of last season’s title winning squad back to the club in recent weeks.     

Midfielders Lee Blewett and Ian Edge have returned after spells with Premier Division outfits Deeping and St Neots respectively, while left back Scott Woods started the season with UniBond League Stamford. Another new face in the Star ranks is full back James McDonough from Alconbury.

17 year old striker Josh Moreman has become the latest player from league to be given a trial by Northampton Town.

Matches under the new Chestnut Avenue floodlights continue to prove a draw with the reserve team’s Northants Lower Junior Cup tie against Peterborough Rovers attracting a crowd of 118.

Wootton skipper puts former club to the sword

Wootton skipper Jon Hoggett, never a regular on the scoresheet, made an impressive return to his former stamping ground Kester Way to spark Blue Cross’s best win since suffering relegation from the Premier Division as they ended St Neots’ reign as Hinchingbrooke Cup holders with a 3-1 First Round win on 29th September. Hoggett scored two first headers to put Wootton on the way to a major upset which was achieved despite the dismissal of Chris Reeves before half time.

Potton co-manager sidelined

Potton’s co-manager Tom Galvin has been forced to take a watching brief in recent weeks after suffering facial injuries in the club’s Hinchingbrooke Cup defeat by St Ives.

Recent recruits to the Potton cause are Royston defender Jamie Babbage and last season’s top marksman Jez McMurrough who has returned to Royals colours after spending the opening weeks of the season with Stotfold.    
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Thrapston hand Berardi reserve reins

Thrapston have handed former player Dom Berardi the reserve team reins. The former Kettering Orchard Park manager fills the vacancy left by Mark James’ eve of season departure from Chancery Lane.

Midfielder Ricky Chambers has become one of manager Colin Ridgway’s latest signings, adding to the club’s contingent of former Raunds players, but Thrapston have lost the short term services of two other former Shopmates, Joe Moriarty and Jake Upton, who have both gone to university. Also arriving at Chancery Lane is front runner Curtis Taylor-Jacob from Burton Park.
Sileby absentees on the way back

Two long term Sileby absentees are on the way back to fitness after lengthy spells on the sidelines with injury. Goalkeeper James Stirling is making good progress from his ankle injury while proven marksman Lewis Haycock is about to resume training and expects to be back in match action by Christmas.

Recent additions to the Rangers squad are former Wellingborough pair, goalkeeper Tom Stephanou and full back Ashley Brown. 

Olney star man heading for the States

Olney are set to lose the services of key midfielder Tim Mason who is about to resume his coaching career in the United States.

Another player missed by the Nurserymen is striker Alec Watts who has been sidelined by an ankle injury, while regulars Jamie Harris, Steve Foster and Dominic Inggall have also been out of action with short term injuries. Additions to the squad are Meltis duo Jason Allison and Ben Parratt and Paul Jones from Wilstead.
Rovers midfielder reaches milestone

Eynesbury midfield man Neil Morris reached a personal milestone on 26th September when he made his 250th appearance for Rovers in the win at ON Chenecks. Morris returned to Hall Road during the summer following spells with Potton and Godmanchester.

Rovers have goalkeeper Ben Houseago back in the fold after starting the season with Premier Division neighbours St Neots, while defender Lee Booker has switched from local rivals Huntingdon.

County select eleven Huntingdon young guns
Huntingdon’s thriving youth policy has been given recognition with the selection of no fewer than eleven players for the Huntingdonshire squad for their Midland Counties championship opener with Birmingham at Jubilee Park on 11th October.

Jake Balkwill, Charlie Bowen, Alex Clipsham, Mark Cox, Matthew Cox, Max Flintoft, Joe Furness, Simon Isaac, Jake Pinner, Barrett Steward and Nathan Woodward have all been selected.

Furness, Mark Cox and Woodward have all been handed first team opportunities by manager Al Lenihan, while three further teenagers, 18 year old Jason Attoe and 17 year olds Craig Pickstone and Sam Moakes have earned regular places in the senior line up. 
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Clubs net £28,500 FA Cup prize money

The league’s interest in the FA Cup came to an end at the Second Qualifying Round hurdle as our last two survivors made their exits against higher league opposition.

Bourne bowed out 3-0 at Conference North hosts Worcester where two late goals made the scoreline harsh on the Wakes, while Northampton Spencer were beaten 4-1 at Zamaretto Premier outfit Cambridge City, Isaac Addo scoring a second half consolation for the Millers.
Both clubs had enjoyed wins in the First Qualifying Round, taking their prize money winnings to £5,250. The Wakes saw off Premier Division rivals Boston Town 3-1 with goals from Nathan Stainfield, Addie Staffieri and Rob Masters while Spencer went through 2-1 at Godmanchester with Phil Cassidy and Alex Deakin on the scoresheet.

In addition to Boston, five other clubs made their exits at the First Qualifying Round hurdle. Daventry Town’s defence was breached twice without reply by Cambridge City at Milton Road while Sleaford also performed creditably against Step 3 Matlock, losing 2-1 in front of an Eslaforde Park record crowd after a 1-1 away draw. Miles Hunter scored in both matches. Blackstones conceded two own goals in a 4-2 reverse against Hucknall, Darren Glover and Jon Stead the Stones marksmen.

Long Buckby lost 4-3 at Mildenhall in a replay, a fightback from two down going unrewarded as the home side snatched an extra time winner, while St Ives were pipped 2-1 by Kirkley.

The clubs who bowed out in the First Qualifying Round earned £2,250 each for their two victories. 

In total fourteen member clubs picked up a total of £28,500 in prize money, while a total of 24 wins for members set a new record for the league for victories during an FA Cup campaign.

Successful first defence for Stotfold

The final Preliminary Round tie in the League Knockout Cup saw holders Stotfold make a successful first defence as a Leon Gutzmore spot kick secured a 1-0 victory at Northampton Spencer.

The First Round has seen plenty of action in the last month with some of the league’s big guns moving into the last sixteen. Daventry Town conceded their first goal in domestic football this season with Rothwell Corinthians’ Bobby Drain the man to breach the Town rearguard but a Josh O’Grady brace and singles from Sammy Ibrahim and Danny Nelson gave Daventry a 4-1 home win. Long Buckby won 3-2 at home to Raunds with Louis Pilgrim, Dan Holman and Dan Chilton on target while Cogenhoe defeated Holbeach 3-0 at Compton Park with goals from Alfie Taylor, Wes Emery and Dan Thomason. A debut strike from David Kilby gave St Ives a 1-0 verdict at Desborough.
Two Division One clubs saw their giantkilling aspirations wrecked by top flight opposition. Two Richard Jones goals and singles from Mark Jones, Ben Sedgemore and Sam Strange gave Blackstones a 5-0 success at Potton while Olney exited 3-1 at Daventry United whose scorers were Tommy Waldock, Nick Ling and Ben Jones. AFC Kempston will fly the lower grade flag in Round Two after a 3-1 success at league rivals Huntingdon, Josh Bamford, Kofi Schulz and Aaron Baldwin sharing the Walnut Boys’ goals.
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Ten still on Wembley trail

Exempt trio Cogenhoe, St Ives and Stewarts & Lloyds enter the FA Vase at the Second Round stage, joining seven clubs who were victorious in Round One.

Two of the three clubs granted exemption to the First Round made winning starts. Darren Lynch hit a hat trick as Newport Pagnell beat Erith Town 5-1 while Luke Simkins and Stuart Lochhead, with a penalty, gave Stotfold a 2-1 success at Broxbourne. All domestic ties in the First Round saw Daventry Town dispose of Rothwell Corinthians 2-0 with Tom Berwick and Danny Nelson on target, while two Scott Cross goals and a Michael Parkes effort gave Wellingborough a 3-2 extra time success at Daventry United.

Also making progress in extra time were Sleaford who overcame hosts Louth 4-3 thanks to a Gary Walters winner, that after Town had opened up a three goal lead through Ryan Oliver and two goal Miles Hunter and a Louth comeback had squared the tie at 90 minutes. Bugbrooke flew the Division One flag with distinction as two goals from substitute Lance Allen saw them to a 3-2 success at higher grade Haverhill. Long Buckby needed a replay to book their Second Round place but their success at the second attempt witnessed the individual performance of the round with Dan Holman scoring all the Buckby goals in a 5-1 thrashing of Felixstowe & Walton.  

Second Qualifying Round action saw wins for eleven clubs. Blackstones led the way with a 9-0 rout of Radford, Jon Stead and Richard Thompson notching two apiece. Daventry United responded to a Thetford opener by scoring six of their own, two of them from Liam Hynes, while neighbours Daventry Town demolished Stowmarket 5-0 with Ryan Howell, Tom Berwick, Jason Lee, Adam Confue and Neil Lazarus sharing the goals. Sleaford also beat Sutton 5-0, Miles Hunter on the scoresheet twice, but the win was marred by a broken leg suffered by Adam Fenton.
Bugbrooke overturned a two goal deficit to beat Team Bury 4-2 with Will Briscoe scoring two while Joe Jordan claimed a hat trick as Eynesbury saw off Ipswich Wanderers 3-0 at Hall Road. An all domestic tie went with status as Scott Cross scored an extra time winner for Wellingborough at Thrapston.

James Allcock was Northampton Spencer’s matchwinner at Wisbech while a lone Stacy Cartwright effort saw Bourne overcome Graham St Prims 1-0. Long Buckby repeated an earlier FA Cup win over Norwich United, Dan Chilton, Richard Bunting and Glenn Walker on target in a 3-1 Bucks success after extra time, while Rothwell Corinthians beat Hadeigh 3-2 at Sergeants Lawn, Lee Thomson, Bobby Drain and Chawa Chinkhumba the marksmen in an extra time victory.

Flourmen reach Reserve Knockout Cup last eight

Martin Lambeth’s hat trick took Whitworth into the quarter finals of the Reserve Knockout Cup as the Flourmen beat St Ives 3-2 in the first of the Second Round ties to be played.

Earlier the Saints had been one of five Reserve Division Two sides to progress with First Round victories over higher grade opponents. A Chris Ewles brace saw them to a 2-1 success at Sileby. The most eye catching result of the round was Bugbrooke’s 6-0 derby demolition of Northampton Spencer. Ross Arundell, Tom Murfitt, Lee Wilson, George Hunt, Dave Gore and Adam Balme shared the Badgers’ goals. Lee Bradley and Ashley Clamp gave ON Chenecks a 2-0 success at Huntingdon while Dave Briffa was the Rothwell Corinthians matchwinner in a single goal victory at Wellingborough. Paul Caswell scored three as Irchester beat St Neots 4-2 at Alfred Street.

Holders Blackstones started their quest for a third consecutive success in the competition with a 4-0 victory at Kempston, Paul Clarke on target twice, while Matt Franklin and Ashley Fitton gave Reserve Division One titleholders Stotfold a 2-1 success at Rushden & Higham.
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Transfer trail

The transfer market has remained active during the early weeks of the new season with 34 players changing allegiances during the last month. 
The latest movers are as follows:-

42.
Nathan Field
Eynesbury Rovers to St Neots Town

43.
Jon Mitchell
Desborough Town to St Neots Town

44.
Ian Edge
St Neots Town to Peterborough Northern Star

45.
Chris Hugill
St Neots Town to St Ives Town

46.
Jamie Gilsenan
Desborough Town to Stewarts & Lloyds Corby

47.
Dave Robertson
Deeping Rangers to Huntingdon Town

48.
Paul Garrett
Stotfold to St Neots Town

49.
Tommy Waldock
Woodford United to Daventry United

50.
Chris Lenton
Huntingdon Town to Yaxley

51.
Jeremy McMurrough
Stotfold to Potton United

52.
Alex Phillips
Deeping Rangers to Newport Pagnell Town

53.
Lee Blewett
Deeping Rangers to Peterborough Northern Star

54.
Pete Brothwell
Peterborough Northern Star to Sleaford Town

55.
Dan Holman
Cogenhoe United to Long Buckby

56.
Ricky Chambers
Raunds Town to Thrapston Town

57.
Richard Howlett
Wootton Blue Cross to AFC Kempston Rovers

58.
David Kilby
Peterborough Northern Star to St Ives Town

59.
Ashley Brown
Wellingborough Town 2004 to Northampton Sileby Rangers

60.
Tom Stephanou
Wellingborough Town 2004 to Northampton Sileby Rangers

61.
Luke Bewers
Desborough Town to Rothwell Corinthians
62.
Liam Kenny
Woodford United to Daventry Town

63.
Michael Parkes
Northampton ON Chenecks to Wellingborough Town 2004

64.
Lee Booker
Huntingdon Town to Eynesbury Rovers

65.
Ben Houseago
St Neots Town to Eynesbury Rovers

66.
Ross Nichols
Holbeach United to Blackstones

67.
Scott Marshall
Desborough Town to Stewarts & Lloyds Corby
68.
Tom Liversedge
Daventry United to Wellingborough Town 2004

69.
Matt Montif
Peterborough Northern Star to Yaxley
70.
Joe Evans
Northampton ON Chenecks to Northampton Spencer

71. 
Lewis Cook
Sleaford Town to Holbeach United

72.
Marc Day
Yaxley to Bourne Town

73. 
Curtis Taylor-Jacob
Burton Park Wanderers to Thrapston Town

74.
Iain Blaikie
Desborough Town to Raunds Town
75.
Matt Freeman
Wellingborough Town 2004 to Wellingborough Whitworth
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Cups round-up

League Knockout Cup

Preliminary Round – outstanding tie

Northampton Spencer 0 Stotfold 1.

First Round – outstanding ties

Long Buckby 3 Raunds 2; Daventry United 3 Olney 1; Potton 0 Blackstones 5; Eynesbury v Stewarts & Lloyds (24/10); Desborough 0 St Ives 1; Cogenhoe 3 Holbeach 0; Daventry Town 4 Rothwell Corinthians 1; Huntingdon 1 AFC Kempston 3; Stotfold v Irchester.(3/11).

Second Round

Daventry United v Rushden & Higham (24/11); Whitworth v Boston Town (17/10); Eynesbury/Stewarts & Lloyds v Newport Pagnell; Long Buckby v Peterborough Northern Star (31/10); Bourne v AFC Kempston (31/10); Daventry Town v Stotfold/Irchester; Cogenhoe v Blackstones (7/11); Wootton v St Ives.

Quarter finals
Wootton/St Ives v Cogenhoe/Blackstones; Long Buckby/Peterborough Northern Star v Eynesbury/Stewarts & Lloyds/Newport Pagnell; Bourne/AFC Kempston v Daventry Town/Stotfold/Irchester; Daventry United/Rushden & Higham v Whitworth/Boston.
Reserve Knockout Cup

First Round

Rushden & Higham 1 Stotfold 2; AFC Kempston 0 Blackstones 4; Wellingborough 0 Rothwell Corinthians 1; Raunds 2 Peterborough Northern Star 3; Wootton withdrew, Deeping walkover; Irchester 4 St Neots 2; Long Buckby 0 Bourne 2; Bugbrooke 6 Northampton Spencer 0; Sileby 1 St Ives 2; Huntingdon 0 ON Chenecks 2; Daventry United 6 Buckingham 1; Desborough 3 Thrapston 2; Eynesbury v Woodford; Burton PW withdrew, Cogenhoe walkover; Whitworth 3 Stewarts & Lloyds 1.
Second Round

Peterborough Northern Star v Rothwell Corinthians (17/10); Bugbrooke v Daventry United (10/10); Irchester v Bourne (7/11); Blackstones v Cogenhoe (7/11); Stotfold v Eynesbury/Woodford; Desborough v Olney (10/10); ON Chenecks v Deeping (10/10); Whitworth 3 St Ives 2.

Quarter finals
Whitworth v ON Chenecks/Deeping; Blackstones/Cogenhoe v Irchester/Bourne; Stotfold/Eynesbury/Woodford v Desborough/Olney; Peterborough Northern Star/Rothwell Corinthians v Bugbrooke/Daventry United.

F.A. Cup

First Qualifying Round

BOURNE 3 BOSTON TOWN 1; BLACKSTONES 2 Hucknall 4; Matlock 1 SLEAFORD 1; Godmanchester 1 NORTHAMPTON SPENCER 2; ST IVES 1 Kirkley & Pakefield 2; LONG BUCKBY 1 Mildenhall 1; Cambridge City 2 DAVENTRY TOWN 0. Replays: SLEAFORD 1 Matlock 2; Mildenhall 4 LONG BUCKBY 3 aet.  
Second Qualifying Round

Worcester 3 BOURNE 0; Cambridge City 4 NORTHAMPTON SPENCER 1.
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Cups round-up - continued
F.A. Vase

Second Qualifying Round

BLACKSTONES 9 Radford 0; BOSTON TOWN 0 Bottesford 1; BOURNE 1 Graham St Prims 0; SLEAFORD 5 Sutton 0; Lincoln Moorlands Railway 2 HOLBEACH 1; BUGBROOKE 4 Team Bury 2; THRAPSTON 0 WELLINGBOROUGH 1 aet; DAVENTRY TOWN 5 Stowmarket 0; Wisbech 0 NORTHAMPTON SPENCER 1; Woodbridge 4 DESBOROUGH 0; Newmarket 2 ST NEOTS 1; Felixstowe & Walton 2 YAXLEY 1; DAVENTRY UNITED 6 Thetford 1; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM 1 March 2; EYNESBURY 3 Ipswich Wanderers 0; ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS 3 Hadleigh 2 aet; Norwich United 1 LONG BUCKBY 3 aet; AFC KEMPSTON 3 Burnham Ramblers 4; Wivenhoe 2 POTTON 1.
First Round

BOURNE 0 New Mills 1; BLACKSTONES 1 Lincoln Moorlands Railway 2; Louth 3 SLEAFORD 4 aet; Rainworth MW 2 DEEPING 1; Ely 3 EYNESBURY 2; DAVENTRY UNITED 2 WELLINGBOROUGH 3 aet; Haverhill 2 BUGBROOKE 3; NORTHAMPTON SPENCER 0 Wroxham 3; DAVENTRY TOWN 2 ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS 0; Felixstowe & Walton 1 LONG BUCKBY 1 aet; Broxbourne 1 STOTFOLD 2; NEWPORT PAGNELL 5 Erith Town 1. Replay: LONG BUCKBY 5 Felixstowe & Walton 1.

Second Round (14/11)
SLEAFORD v Bewdley; LONG BUCKBY v Stansted; NEWPORT PAGNELL v Dereham; North Greenford v DAVENTRY TOWN; BUGBROOKE v Leiston; WELLINGBOROUGH v Royston; FC Clacton v ST IVES; STEWARTS & LLOYDS v STOTFOLD; Tiptree v COGENHOE (15/11).

Bedfordshire Senior Cup

First Round

Biggleswade United v STOTFOLD (24/11).

Bedfordshire Senior Trophy

First Round (10/10)

AFC KEMPSTON v Renhold; Blunham v POTTON; WOOTTON v Oakley Sports.

Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup

First Round

Kempston Hammers v STOTFOLD RESERVES (17/10); AFC KEMPSTON RESERVES v USL Galacticos (24/10).

Berks & Bucks Intermediate Cup

Second Round (7/11)

Taplow v OLNEY.
Berks & Bucks Junior Cup

First Round 
Stoke Hammond 0 OLNEY RESERVES 2; Twyford walkover, BUCKINGHAM RESERVES withdrew.

Second Round (14/11)
Wycombe Community v OLNEY RESERVES. 
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Cups round-up - continued
Huntingdonshire Senior Cup

First Round (21/11)

Ramsey v EYNESBURY.

Quarter finals (9/1)

Godmanchester v ST IVES; Needingworth/AFC Fletton v YAXLEY; HUNTINGDON v Ramsey/EYNESBURY; ST NEOTS v Alconbury/Eaton Socon.

Huntingdonshire Scott-Gatty Intermediate Cup

First Round

ST IVES RESERVES 5 Bluntisham 1; HUNTINGDON RESERVES 6 Warboys 0.

Quarter finals (31/10)

Powerleague v EYNESBURY RESERVES; ST IVES RESERVES v Stilton (7/11); HUNTINGDON RESERVES v ST NEOTS RESERVES.

Huntingdonshire Benevolent Cup

First Round

Fenstanton 2 HUNTINGDON RESERVES 4; ST NEOTS RESERVES v EYNESBURY RESERVES (10/10); Huntingdon United RGE 0 ST IVES RESERVES 2.

Quarter finals (14/11)

ST NEOTS RESERVES/EYNESBURY RESERVES v Eaton Socon Reserves; HUNTINGDON RESERVES v ST IVES RESERVES.

Lincolnshire Senior Trophy

First Round

Bottesford v BOSTON TOWN (20/10); Winterton v BOURNE (21/10); HOLBEACH v Barton (21/10); Lincoln Moorlands Railway v BLACKSTONES (20/10); SLEAFORD v Grantham Rangers (21/10).

Northamptonshire Hillier Senior Cup

First Round

DESBOROUGH 2 RAUNDS 0; COGENHOE 1 Corby 3; DAVENTRY UNITED v Rushden & Diamonds (13/10); NORTHAMPTON SPENCER 2 Kettering 4; WELLINGBOROUGH 2 ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS 1; LONG BUCKBY v Rothwell Town (13/10); DAVENTRY TOWN 2 STEWARTS & LLOYDS 0.
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Cups round-up – continued

Northamptonshire Junior Cup

First Round

Heyford 0 PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR 5; Northampton Fox & Hounds 1 STEWARTS & LLOYDS RESERVES 2; Deanshanger 2 WELLINGBOROUGH RESERVES 0; RAUNDS RESERVES 0 Northampton Harlequins 1; Kingsthorpe Cladding 1 SILEBY 7; Corby Kingfisher 4 COGENHOE RESERVES 3; NORTHAMPTON SPENCER RESERVES v Netherton (17/10); BURTON PW walkover Syresham withdrew; WOODFORD RESERVES 4 DESBOROUGH RESERVES 0; Cold Ashby 1 WHITWORTH 9; BUGBROOKE 3 Corby Pegasus 1; Earls Barton 0 THRAPSTON 1; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM 1 Daventry Drayton Grange 1 aet, Drayton Grange won 4-1 on penalties; Stanion 0 IRCHESTER 6.
Second Round (24/10)
ON CHENECKS v Kislingbury; Kettering Nomads v PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR; SILEBY v WHITWORTH; STEWARTS & LLOYDS RESERVES v NORTHAMPTON SPENCER RESERVES/Netherton; Stanwick v BUGBROOKE; Harpole v THRAPSTON; Brixworth v WOODFORD RESERVES; IRCHESTER v Finedon; Moulton v BURTON PW.
Northamptonshire Lower Junior Cup 

Second Round

BUGBROOKE RESERVES 2 Crick 1; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM RESERVES 9 Corby Pegasus Reserves 1; PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR RESERVES 5 Peterborough Rovers 0; IRCHESTER RESERVES 4 Middleton Cheney 0; ON CHENECKS RESERVES 1 Wellingborough Rising Sun 0; SILEBY RESERVES 2 Northampton Denton 0; Netherton Reserves 5 THRAPSTON RESERVES 1; Potterspury 1 WHITWORTH RESERVES 4; Kislingbury Reserves 2 ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS RESERVES 1; Wollaston 5 LONG BUCKBY RESERVES 1; Northampton AFC Wombles 1 DAVENTRY UNITED RESERVES 9.

Third Round (31/10)

WHITWORTH RESERVES v DAVENTRY UNITED RESERVES; Corby Khalsa Reserves v RUSHDEN & HIGHAM RESERVES; Harpole Reserves v SILEBY RESERVES; Whitefield Norpol Reserves v IRCHESTER RESERVES; Northampton SPA v BUGBROOKE RESERVES; Corby Strip Mills v ON CHENECKS RESERVES; PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR RESERVES v Netherton Reserves.
Buckingham Charity Cup
First Round (by 30/10)

Bicester v BUCKINGHAM.

Quarter finals (by 16/12)

Bicester/BUCKINGHAM v OLNEY.

Hinchingbrooke Cup

Preliminary Round

RUSHDEN & HIGHAM 4 BOURNE 1; HUNTINGDON v YAXLEY (20/10); POTTON 1 ST IVES 2; ST NEOTS 1 WOOTTON 3.

First Round

DEEPING v AFC KEMPSTON (20/10); PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR v EYNESBURY; Godmanchester v ST IVES (4/11); Biggleswade United v STOTFOLD; ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS v WOOTTON; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM v HUNTINGDON/YAXLEY; WHITWORTH v BLACKSTONES.
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Cups round-up – continued

North Beds Charity Cup

Quarter finals (by 31/12)

Arlesey v STOTFOLD; WOOTTON v POTTON.

South Midlands Floodlight Cup

First Round

POTTON v Wormley (13/10).

South Midlands Reserve Floodlight Cup

Quarter final

Cockfosters Reserves/Hoddesdon Reserves v STOTFOLD RESERVES.

Ancaster Cup

First Round – outstanding tie

Ancaster v DEEPING RESERVES (27/10 @ Deeping).

Biggleswade Knockout Cup

First Round

STOTFOLD RESERVES v Caldecote (25/11).

Managerial awards for Fuller and Orchard

The League’s Manager of the Month awards for September have been won by Ady Fuller of Daventry Town in the Premier Division and Steve Orchard of Wellingborough Whitworth in Division One.

A busy month saw Daventry Town pick up maximum points from their three league games and also win four of their five cup games as they progressed in League Knockout Cup, FA Vase and FA Cup, the latter competition bringing them their only September defeat at Cambridge City.

Whitworth collected seven points out of nine in Division One but also made cup progress in the League Knockout and Northants Junior Cups. Their five September matches saw them score 24 goals including seven at Buckingham in the league and nine at Cold Ashby in the Junior Cup.

Paul the top September marksman

The September Goalscorer of the Month is Mark Paul. He has won awards before with both Yaxley and Peterborough Northern Star but the latest award is his first as a Deeping player. The one time Southampton striker scored twice against Long Buckby, Yaxley and Rothwell Corinthians and singles against St Ives and Desborough for a monthly tally of eight goals.
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Snippets

Boston Town have recruited defender Craig Burton from Lincoln University and are currently without the services of Jermaine Palmer (groin), Matt Hocking (hamstring) and Ben Denham (ankle)….Daventry United have last season’s top scorer Tommy Waldock back in the fold after a spell with Woodford….Holbeach have recruited Sleaford midfield man Lewis Cook but have defender Mark Thompson out for five weeks following a hernia operation….Recent additions to the Stewarts & Lloyds squad are Desborough pair, left back Scott Marshall and midfielder Jamie Gilsenan….Yaxley have signed experienced defender Chris Lenton from Huntingdon and skilful midfielder Matt Montif from Peterborough Northern Star while skipper Ricky Hailstone has recovered from a knee injury….AFC Kempston have signed Adam Currington from 61FC Luton and Tom Dowsing from Blaby & Whetstone…..Whitworth have signed Matt Freeman from neighbours Wellingborough
Leading goalscorers (to 7 October)
Premier Division

10 – Liam Harrold (St Neots)

8 – Tom Berwick (Daventry Town), Mark Paul (Deeping)

7 – Miles Hunter (Sleaford), Dan Quigley (Long Buckby)

6 – Karl Bates (Raunds), Darren Lynch (Newport Pagnell), Liam Nimmo (Holbeach)
5 – Iain Blaikie (Raunds – all for Desborough), Michael Byrne (Stewarts & Lloyds), Alfie Taylor
      (Cogenhoe) 

4 – Gary Bull, Jon Rowan (Boston Town), Russ Dunkley (Daventry Town), Courtney Herbert (Long 

      Buckby), Dan Holman (Long Buckby – including 1 for Cogenhoe), Dan Jacob (Deeping), Tom 

      Liversedge (Wellingborough – all for Daventry United), Jon Mitchell (St Neots – including 2 for 
      (Desborough)

Division One

6 – Cavell Jarvis (Whitworth), Phil Martin (Bugbrooke)

5 – Mark Baines (Peterborough Northern Star), Paul Caswell (Irchester), Kris Line (Whitworth)
4 – Barry Albone, Ben Cole (Eynesbury), Stewart Allan (Olney), Aaron Baldwin (AFC Kempston), 

      Will Briscoe (Bugbrooke), Darek Jozwiak (Wootton)

Reserve Division One

7 – Lewis Leckie (Deeping)

6 – Wes Byrne (Stotfold), Tom Lorraine (Woodford)

5 – Tom Coles, Shane Fox (St Neots), Kane Dougherty, Ashley Fitton (Stotfold), Rob Goldring 
      (Cogenhoe)

4 – Wayne Earl (Cogenhoe), Victor Gonzales (Wellingborough), James Peters (Stotfold), Paul

      Pickering (Northampton Spencer), Scott Spearink (Bourne), Tom Stocks (Blackstones)

Reserve Division Two

6 – Chris Ewles (St Ives)

4 – Ross Arundell (Bugbrooke), Darren Blackall, Paul Knowles (Eynesbury), Lee Bradley (ON 
      Chenecks)
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A look back in time

A copy of the Northamptonshire League handbook for the 1901-02 season has recently come into my possession and it is fascinating to get an insight into the local football scene from over a century ago.

The membership list for the season shows twelve clubs playing in Division One and thirteen in Division Two. 

The top flight included the reserve teams of Kettering Town, Northampton Town and Wellingborough Town whose senior sides all competed in the Southern League. There were only two teams from across the county borders, Bedford Queens and Market Harborough Town who were new members for that season.

The lower grade included five reserve teams of First Division clubs with the unfamiliar names including Geddington Stars, Kettering St Marys, Peterborough GN Loco and the wonderfully named Walgrave Amber. Great Addington Rovers were listed but I can find no trace of them ever playing a game in the competition and the absence of entries in the ‘colours’ and ‘dressing room’ columns perhaps suggests they withdrew before the season started.

Desborough Town were preparing to defend their first league championship and they played in the Royal Blue colours still in use today. Raunds Town were members of the First Division but it is not thought this was the current club whose stated formation date is post war.

A minority of clubs had dressing rooms on the ground, most were located at nearby hotels, inns or in the case of Division Two club Earls Barton Victoria, the Victoria Café!

There were 52 referees listed in the handbook of whom three lived in Bedford, two in Leicester and one in Wolverton, the remainder being Northamptonshire based. Included on the list was the league secretary L E Swain.
The league’s rules were just fifteen in number, taking up a mere six pages of the handbook – this compares with 34 rules, many with numerous sub clauses, which occupy 32 pages of a much larger handbook in 2009-10!   
The league committee comprised the President, Lord Lilford, Vice Presidents, the secretary and a representative from each club. Any club failing to send a representative to a meeting was subject to a fine of five shillings.
Referee fees were 3s 6d in Division One and 2s 6d in Division Two with officials allowed to claim railway fare. Any referee arriving late and causing a delay to the kick off was liable to receive no further appointments for two months unless he could provide a satisfactory explanation!

The handbook included a full season’s fixture list with the first matches scheduled for 7th September and the last for 12th April.

The handbook did not confine itself to the business of the Northamptonshire League, but carried the Southern League fixtures for the county’s premier clubs, league tables from the ‘English’ (Football) League, Southern, Midland and United Leagues. The latter was a supplementary competition which included a few Northamptonshire League clubs plus more senior clubs in the county. Dates of English Cup rounds, international matches (all between the four home nations) and list of past winners of the English League and English (FA) Cup were also listed.

The range of advertising was also wide. A banner across every page proclaimed ‘James Bros’ Matches – the best and cheapest’ while The Footballers’ Hospital in Manchester was ‘recognised by all athletes as the establishment par excellence for the successful treatment of strains, dislocations, sprains and the hundred and one accidents to which all athletes – especially footballers – are liable’.    
