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St Neots match and break records

A domestic season of spectacular success saw St Neots set and equal a number of records in the closing weeks of the campaign.

A 4-2 win at rivals Kings Lynn gave St Neots the advantage in the title race with Stefan Moore, Luke Webb, with a penalty and two goal Dan Jacob securing the points at The Walks on 16th April. Over Easter the Saints won 4-0 at home to Daventry United on the Saturday before a 4-1 derby defeat of St Ives on Monday inched Dennis Greene’s men over the finishing line, with prolific strike partners Stefan Moore and Shane Tolley scoring two goals apiece.

Going into the final day encounter at fourth placed Long Buckby, a win would give St Neots a new league points record, but Shane Tolley’s stoppage time effort was only sufficient to earn a 1-1 draw at Station Road. That point gave the Saints a total of 105 points, equalling Rothwell Town’s tally from two games more, set in the 1993-94 season.

Tolley’s late strike also enabled St Neots to match Kempston’s Premier Division record of only one league defeat, set in 1973-74, and Potton’s unbeaten away record in a Premier season, set in 1986-87. It did set one new record, taking the Saints’ goal total in league football to 160 – exactly four a game, thereby erasing from the record books Corby Gainsborough’s tally of 159 in winning Division Three in 1968-69.

The championship success was the Saints’ first top flight crown since 1967-68, although they won Division One at the first attempt in 1994-95, following on from four successive titles in the Hunts League.

The Saints have been allocated a place in the Southern League Division One Central for season 2011-12.

Kings Lynn ended their season with 103 points – the third highest total in a UCL season after St Neots and Rothwell – and boasting nineteen home wins in their twenty matches at The Walks with that defeat against the Saints the only blemish on their record.    
At the other end of the table Raunds had been confirmed as bottom two finishers as early as 29th March while Rothwell Corinthians’ chances of escaping the drop mathematically disappeared with defeat at Daventry United on 12th April. Corinths lost their last seven games as they finished at the foot of the table for a third successive season but that sequence compared with a nineteen match losing run for the Shopmates going back to November. 
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Walnut Boys return to top flight in style

AFC Kempston returned to the Premier Division after a three year absence in some style as they took the tape ahead of Thrapston and Bugbrooke.

Just one point out of nine around the end of March and start of April saw the Walnut Boys wobble but three successive wins brought them 16 goals as Burton Park, Whitworth and Olney were sent packing. Thrapston kept pace with a six match winning run taking them to the top on Good Friday, beating both Kempston at the start of April and Bugbrooke with a last kick Ben Morgan goal on the 9th of the month.

The final match of the sequence on Good Friday saw goals in the last eight minutes from substitutes Mike Houghton and Clive Collyer earn a 2-0 win over Whitworth and the points necessary to secure a top two place.

The title was decided on Easter Monday. Kempston’s morning match against Wootton was settled by Aaron Baldwin’s first minute goal, while in the afternoon Thrapston suffered a shock home defeat by Rushden & Higham – only their second Chancery Lane loss of the season – to give the Walnut Boys the crown.

The newly crowned champions closed their season with a 6-1 victory at Bourne to take their goal tally to 104.

The bottom half of the division proved incredibly competitive with just eight points separating the last nine clubs. When the final whistle blew on 30th April it was newcomers Harborough who found themselves at the foot after a fourth successive defeat – as recently as 12th March they had occupied a top six slot! The second re-election position was filled by Buckingham. The Robins had been bottom for almost four months until Easter Monday but a sixteen point haul from their last seven games saw them make up ground after being way adrift.

Second Reserve Division Once crown for Cogenhoe

After challenging for honours in 2009-10 only to fade out of contention late in the season, Cogenhoe made no mistake this term, and a 1-1 home draw in their last match against Northampton Spencer on 16th April saw them over the finish line, Lewis Leslie the scorer. The point was enough as fellow contenders St Neots could only manage a 0-0 draw at ON Chenecks the same day.

St Neots, the reigning champions, imploded towards season’s end scoring just two goals and picking up a mere four points from their last five games, a win in their final match at Woodford on 30th April would still have secured the runners up medals. They lost 6-0 so it was AFC Kempston who took second, ahead of Blackstones on goal difference.

Season long strugglers Bourne finished at the foot of the table with just nine points, ten adrift of Whitworth whose fate as the second relegated side was confirmed by a 6-3 defeat at ON Chenecks on Easter Monday, only for a reprieve to follow in the committee room as even numbers were adopted for 2011-12.

Reserve Division Two promotion race goes to the wire

Kings Lynn’s second string were confirmed as Reserve Division Two champions as early as 6th April when they won 3-0 at St Ives with goals from Tom Barnes, George Rawlings and Gino Livoti. They went on to extend their winning sequence to eighteen games before winding down their season with a 1-1 draw against fellow promotion aspirants Irchester and a 3-1 loss at Olney in their final game.

That draw at The Walks was a good one for the Romans but further stalemates at Rushden & Higham and Eynesbury less so. Those slips gave Thrapston the chance to snatch the second promotion slot with a 4-1 last match success at Bugbrooke on 5th May, Ben Morgan scoring three and will Newman one for Thrapston.
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Star overcome holders

St Ives’ bid to become the first holders to retain the League Knockout Cup since Rothwell Town in 1992-93 came to grief at Raunds on 7th May as Peterborough Northern Star rounded off a good season for the club with a 2-0 success.

Josh Moreman’s 25 yard shot into the corner after 39 minutes put Star on their way to victory and their win was sealed ten minutes into the second half when Karl Gibbs headed home from a Nathan Horne free kick, cementing his place as the competition’s leading marksman with his seventh goal in Star’s triumphant campaign.

Thrapston claim first silverware

Thrapston claimed their first UCL silverware in 33 years of league membership on 27th April as their reserve side stunned hot favourites Blackstones 3-2 to win the Reserve Knockout Cup at Peterborough Northern Star. Stones were seeking a sixth win in seven final appearances and a third in four years but Thrapston instead became the first Reserve Division Two winners of the trophy since Wootton in 2002.

The prolific Clive Collyer converted a Will Newman centre to give Thrapston a 22nd minute lead, but they were pegged back seven minutes later by an Andy Boome penalty after handball by Keith Morson. An opportunist Collyer effort after 52 minutes restored the underdogs’ advantage and with eighteen minutes left Marc Harrison’s chip gave them breathing space. A Luke Avis volley seven minutes from time set up a grandstand finish but Thrapston defied heavy Stones pressure to lift the silverware. 

Badgers shock Lynn

There was a surprise in the Reserve Division Two Supplementary Cup final at Eynesbury on 4th May as Bugbrooke beat divisional champions Kings Lynn 4-2.

Lance Allen’s double strike after 9 and 44 minutes twice had the Badgers in front in the first half, with Nelson Moreira Lynn’s first half marksman three minutes past the half hour.

Half time substitute Adam Reeve made an instant impact with a second Kings Lynn leveller after 48 minutes but further goals from top scorer Lee Wilson after 71 minutes and George Hunt three minutes from the end took the trophy to Birds Close.

Newport make it a glorious swansong for Shrieves

Newport Pagnell retained the Berks & Bucks Senior Trophy with a penalty shootout win over Hellenic League Flackwell Heath at Aylesbury on 12th April. 

Darren Lynch converted a 67th minute Daren Dykes cross to give the Swans the lead but two minutes from time Danny Jordan levelled for the Heathens after Newport keeper Paul Warnecki spilled a corner. There were no further goals in extra time.

Richard Armstrong, Liam Smyth, Daniel Nti and Scott Mulkern scored for Newport in the shootout while Warnecki redeemed himself for his earlier mistake by saving Flackwell’s third kick as Newport ran out 4-2 winners in the penalty contest.
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Sincil Bank success for Stones

Blackstones won the Lincolnshire Senior Trophy for the fourth time with a 2-1 win over Northern Counties East League Grimsby Borough in the final at Lincoln City’s Sincil Bank stadium on 12th April.

Stones took a twentieth minute lead through Robbie Pearce’s penalty after he had been brought down by the Borough keeper who was red carded. With ten minutes left Matt Oswin levelled for Grimsby but top scorer Addie Staffieri turned his marker in the box to fire the 88th minute winner.

Defeat with honour for Foundrymen

Stewarts & Lloyds’ first appearance in a Northamptonshire Hillier Senior Cup final saw them defeated with honour by Zamaretto Premier side Brackley at Sixfields.

A disciplined Foundrymen display restricted their higher grade opponents to a handful of openings but Owen Story’s 75th minute effort took the trophy to St James’ Park.

St Neots retain Senior Cup
St Neots added the Huntingdonshire Senior Cup to the Premier Division title as they defeated St Ives 2-0 at Huntingdon on 2nd May to retain the trophy. Shane Tolley gave the holders a first minute lead, turning Micky Hyem’s header over the line, and with seven minutes to go Dan Newman’s foul on Stefan Moore gave Tolley the opportunity to make the game safe from the spot. 
By then St Neots were down to ten men after Lewis Webb received a second yellow card.

Carrow Road reverse for depleted Linnets

Kings Lynn Town’s debut campaign ended without silverware at first team level as a Linnets side missing half a dozen regulars lost 4-1 to Dereham in the Norfolk Senior Cup final at Carrow Road.

The damage was done in the first half as two Danny Beaumont goals and one from Ollie Willis opened up a three goal Dereham lead.

Kyle Downes added a fourth for the Ridgeons Leaguers before Jack Defty headed a 66th minute Lynn consolation in front of a crowd of 1,356.
Star maintain run of county success

In the 2008-09 season Peterborough Northern Star won the Northants Junior Cup....in the 2009-10 season Star Reserves won the Northants Lower Junior Cup....in the 2010-11 season Star Reserves won the Northants Junior Cup! The senior team’s promotion to the Premier Division deprived the second string of the opportunity to defend the Lower Junior Cup, but their answer was to go out and lift the Junior Cup, beating Northants Combination Weldon 3-2 at Rushden & Diamonds on 19th April.

One of the young guns in the Star squad, Ciaran Turner, gave his side a 23rd minute lead, but Weldon equalised in the 45th minute of the first half. Turner scored his second goal in time added at the end of the half but again Weldon levelled after 72 minutes. The Combination side could find no way back though after old stager Darren Paling put Star in front for a third time ten minutes from the end.

Star became the first reserve team to win the Junior Cup since the Raunds second string in 1994, with Rothwell Reserves the most recent second string finalist fifteen years ago.
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Underdogs triumph in Hinchingbrooke Cup

There was a major surprise in the Hinchingbrooke Cup final at Huntingdon on 6th May as newly crowned Division One champions AFC Kempston stunned Premier kings St Neots 1-0, to make it back to back successes for Division One outfits after Peterborough Northern Star’s victory over Biggleswade Town twelve months before.

Aaron Baldwin’s 32nd minute goal proved decisive at Jubilee Park as St Neots suffered only their fourth defeat of the season in their 58th competitive match.

Walnut Boys goalkeeper Martin Conway also became the first custodian to shut out the Saints all season!

Taylor hat trick proves decisive

Alfie Taylor’s hat trick ultimately proved decisive as Cogenhoe beat Premier rivals Daventry United to win the Buckingham Charity Cup 4-3 at Ford Meadow on 2nd May.

Taylor scored after two and fifteen minutes to give the Cooks a great start but Tommy Waldock’s 19th minute reply kept the Motormen in contention.

Two Jamie Coleman goals after 50 and 68 minutes inched United ahead, but the game was turned around again by a 75th minute Karl Bates leveller for Cogenhoe, Taylor converting an 89th minute penalty to take the silverware to Compton Park. 
Shrieves leaves Swans – Lynch takes over

At the end of the season Newport Pagnell manager Terry Shrieves called time on his six year reign at Willen Road. Shrieves told the club of his decision the day after steering his side to success in the Berks & Bucks Senior Trophy.

Under Shrieves’ management Newport reached four successive county finals, winning two and losing two and twice claimed top three placings in the Premier Division in the space of three years. They also reached their first League Knockout Cup final last term and enjoyed best ever runs in the FA Cup and FA Vase.  

Newport have filled the vacancy internally by handing 34 year old striker Darren Lynch the manager’s position. Lynch has scored over a hundred goals for the Swans in the last three seasons after an extensive career in the higher levels of the non league game with spells at Kettering, Corby, Cambridge City and Aylesbury United amongst others. 

Brown promoted at Raunds

Reserve team manager Stuart Brown has been promoted to first team duties at Raunds. He took charge of the last two first team matches of the season after Ian Jackson’s dismissal, and has now been handed the job on a permanent basis.

Assistants Russ Baxter and Matt Chesworth also step up to senior duties.
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Backroom changes for Deeping

Deeping have added some new faces to their backroom team as preparations begin for the new season.

Assistant manager Brett Whaley has left Rangers to embark on a second spell at the helm of Ridgeons League March while physio Sam Seal is another departure from Outgang Road.

Coming in as Tuncay Korkmaz’s right hand man is Andy Drummond, a UEFA A licence coach who has previously been with Stamford and Grantham while former Daniels physio Becky Toone has also joined the club.

Deeping are reviving their reserve side after a year’s break. The second string will play in the Peterborough League and will be managed by former Rangers player Andy Bailey. Effectively the side replace Deeping Sports who were themselves a breakaway from Rangers themselves a few years ago. 

Peace leaves Stones

Gary Peace has stepped down after three successful years as reserve team manager at Blackstones. His side finished third in Reserve Division One in the season just ended and were runners up in the Reserve Knockout Cup, a trophy they had won in Peace’s first season in charge.  

Taking the second string reins at Lincoln Road is Seb Hayes who has a wealth of experience on the non league circuit. He has managed at Thrapston and Oundle, been reserve boss at Yaxley, part of the backroom staff at Whitworth, under 18s manager at Peterborough Northern Star and finished the 2011-12 season with the Kettering Town youth set up.

Spencer to mark milestone

Northampton Spencer will be celebrating the 75th anniversary of the club’s formation next season and they have earmarked the 23rd July as a day to commemorate the milestone.

The Millers will meet Leverstock Green for the 75th Anniversary Cup, the Kingsthorpe Mill ground will host a fun day with marching bands, barbecue and in the evening a reunion for past players.

Spencer will be starting an under 18 team to play in the Northants Senior Youth League next season under the management of former Millers player and reserve manager Pepe Smith.

Taylor in Cuckoos exit

Yaxley manager Gary Clipston is once again looking for a new assistant as mid season arrival Paul Taylor has left the club after just a few months at Leading Drove. Taylor has returned to one of his former clubs Ramsey where he won the Peterborough League title in the 2008-09 season.

New coach joins Corinths

Rothwell Corinthians have made an addition to their coaching staff with Andy Keen joining the club as first team coach. He was previously with Combined Counties League club Sandhurst.

Corinths are also looking for a new reserve team boss to replace Simon Morrice who has stepped down from the post.
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Star appoint new reserve boss

Peterborough Northern Star have appointed Leighton Atkin as reserve team manager, assisted by David Kilby.

Atkin started out with Grimsby and has played locally with Yaxley, Bourne and Holbeach. In the season just ended he was assistant manager of Star’s title winning under 18 side in the Northants Senior Youth League.

Kilby, a former Star player, has also featured locally for Yaxley and Ramsey having been a junior with Leicester City.

Seamus Morgan, who led the Star second string to Northants Junior Cup success, has teamed up with former Star manager and chairman Tommy Cooper, joining Peterborough Sports Parkway as director of football.

Howard links up with Thrapston

One time Raunds manager Lee Howard has joined the backroom staff at Thrapston. He will work alongside manager Joe Smyth and fellow coach Simon Stewart in the Chancery Lane management team as the club prepares for new challenges ahead.

Last season Howard was assistant manager at near neighbours Rushden & Higham but now replaces Paul Smith in the Thrapston dugout.

Veteran campaigner Keith Morson is also taking up a management role within the club, working with the Thrapston under 18 side.

New faces join Lankies management team

Rushden & Higham manager Aidy Mann will have a new look backroom team around him when the new campaign gets underway in August. Following Lee Howard’s move to Thrapston, the Lankies boss has appointed one time Whitworth manager Steve Bicknell as his right hand man, and has given Dale Brunton the role of first team coach at Haydon Road.
Eynesbury announce new management structure

Eynesbury have made a number of changes to their backroom staff as they prepare for the 2011-12 season. Former title winning St Neots reserve team manager Paul Dodson has joined Matt Plumb’s senior management team, working alongside the manager and Mick McCreanor.

Former first team coach Ben Cook will take charge of the reserves after new fathers Dave Goodall and Steve Cooper decided to step down. Cook will be assisted by Mark Inskip who led the club’s under 17 side to the Cambs & District League title last season. Inskip will also run the club’s new under 18 team.

Snippets

Work is now underway on the new Desborough clubhouse which should be in use by October....Holbeach skipper Omar Joof has retired....Irchester assistant manager Jim McBurnie has stepped down from his post – he has worked with Romans boss Daren Young at Peterborough Northern Star and Huntingdon previously.... Wellingborough have scrapped their under 18 side for next season....AFC Kempston are looking for a new reserve team manager after Mark Brookes and Raj Mandal switched to associated club Kempston Town....Buckingham have a new assistant manager in former Mursley boss Christian Bamber, while the Robins will field a reserve side in the North Bucks League next season....Huntingdon have unveiled Paul Hunt as their new chairman, with his predecessor Hans Reif taking a life vice president role at Jubilee Park....Potton have reformed their second string which will play in the Bedfordshire County League under the management of former Arlesey Town reserve boss Terry Smith.
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County triumph for Lynn quartet

Four Kings Lynn players featured in the Norfolk side while won the FA County Youth Cup for the first time ever, beating Staffordshire 4-2 at Stoke City’s Britannia Stadium on 30th April.

Defenders Ryan Fryatt and Tom McLeish were in the starting line up with Lewis Sturman and Gino Livoti featuring as substitutes. All four have been regulars in the title winning Lynn second string this season.

Striker Tom Barnes missed the final after being injured on Easter Monday in his first league start for the senior side.  

UCL players help College to double success

A number of UCL players featured prominently as Huntingdon Regional College ended the season in style, winning both the national colleges championship and the Elite Inter-Collegiate Knockout Cup.

The national title was won at Doncaster Rovers’ Keepmoat Stadium as Huntingdon beat Truro College 3-0 in a repeat of the previous season’s final, and the Elite trophy followed a week later as Telford College were beaten 2-0 at Burton Albion’s Pirelli Stadium.

Holbeach’s Barrett Steward and Joe Furness of Huntingdon were on the scoresheet against Truro with late goals from Jordan Gent of St Neots and Matt Cox of Peterborough Northern Star securing victory against Telford.

Other UCL players in the squad were Rushden & Higham goalkeeper Harry Allington, Huntingdon defender Charlie Bowen and St Neots midfielder Jack Warwick.
Thirty three seek FA places

Thirty three of our 38 member clubs have applied for places in next season’s FA competitions.

The entire 2010-11 Premier Division line up have sought a place in the FA Cup with the exception of Peterborough Northern Star who are ineligible due to not playing in the current season’s Vase competition. Eight Division One clubs are also seeking Cup places – AFC Kempston, Potton and Rothwell Town who played in the competition this season plus Bugbrooke, Huntingdon, Rushden & Higham, Thrapston and Wootton who did not.

All those clubs have applied for Vase places along with Premier Division Peterborough Northern Star and Division One sides Buckingham, Eynesbury and first time applicants Harborough and Whitworth.

Changes in Reserve Division Two

Long Buckby will be returning to Reserve Division Two for the 2011-12 season after submitting a late application to return to the competition. The Station Road club have handed ON Chenecks reserve boss Ashley Inwood the reins, assisted by Paul Ridout. 

St Ives have withdrawn their second string from Reserve Division Two to compete in the more local Cambridgeshire League next season.
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Plummer and Marheineke take final monthly awards
The season’s last Manager of the Month awards, covering April and May, were won by Chris Plummer of Peterborough Northern Star in the Premier Division and Ricky Marheineke of Huntingdon Town in Division One.

Peterborough Northern Star’s first Premier Division campaign saw them finish sixth in the final table after winning four of their five April matches. The icing on the cake came on 7th May as Star won the League Knockout Cup beating St Ives 2-0 in the final to give one time England under 21 defender Plummer his third managerial award in two seasons at the Star helm.

Huntingdon finished fifth in Division One, improving their position by ten places after Marheineke took the reins in March. Their April form was impressive with five wins and two draws in eight games with the only blemish a defeat by Bugbrooke on the season’s final day. It wasn’t enough to deny the recently appointed Town boss his first award.   
Farmer takes last goalscoring prize
Buckingham had a season to forget in Division One but they finished the season strongly to move of the foot of the table with the eight April goals scored by Goalscorer of the Month Ashley Farmer key to their impressive finish. The former AFC Kempston youngster scored twice at Rushden & Higham and at home to Bugbrooke with singles in the home match with Rushden & Higham and away matches at Sileby, Eynesbury and Whitworth. 

End of season awards

A number of individual awards were decided at the May management committee meeting.

Dennis Greene of St Neots Town was named as the league’s Manager of the Year after leading the Saints to their first top flight title in 43 years, breaking and matching a number of records along the way. The Saints also retained the Huntingdonshire Senior Cup.

Just down the road long serving Eynesbury Rovers secretary Deryck Irons was named as the league’s administrator of the year. He has been club secretary at Hall Road throughout the club’s 48 year membership of the league and has recently completed 50 years service with Rovers.

Ellis Clark from Kettering has been named Referee of the Year, based on a combination of both club and assessor marks.

Potton United made a piece of league history by becoming the first club to win both referees’ and clubs’ hospitality awards in the same season.
AFC Kempston Rovers almost emulated that feat by topping both first team and reserve fair play tables, but the second string were pipped at the post by Wellingborough Town 2004.
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Cups round-up

League Knockout Cup

FINAL  (at Raunds)

Peterborough Northern Star 2 St Ives 0.

Reserve Knockout Cup

FINAL (at Peterborough Northern Star(

Blackstones 2 Thrapston 3.

Reserve Division Two Supplementary Cup

Semi final – outstanding tie
Bugbrooke 4 Thrapston 2.

FINAL (at Eynesbury)

Kings Lynn 2 Bugbrooke 4.

Berks & Bucks Senior Trophy

FINAL (at Aylesbury)

Flackwell Heath 1 NEWPORT PAGNELL 1 aet, Newport Pagnell won 4-2 on penalties.

Huntingdonshire Senior Cup

FINAL (at Huntingdon)

ST IVES 0 ST NEOTS 2.

Lincolnshire Senior Trophy

FINAL (at Lincoln City)

BLACKSTONES 2 Grimsby Borough 1.

Norfolk Senior Cup

FINAL (at Norwich City)

Dereham 4 KINGS LYNN 1.

Northamptonshire Hillier Senior Cup

FINAL (at Northampton Town)

Brackley 1 STEWARTS & LLOYDS 0.

Northamptonshire Junior Cup

FINAL (at Rushden & Diamonds)

PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR RESERVES 3 Weldon 2.
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Cups round-up – continued

 Buckingham Charity Cup

Semi final 2nd leg

BUCKINGHAM 0 COGENHOE 2, Cogenhoe won 3-0 on aggregate.

FINAL (at Buckingham)

COGENHOE 4 DAVENTRY UNITED 3.

Hinchingbrooke Cup

Semi finals

AFC KEMPSTON 3 DEEPING 1; ST NEOTS 1 Biggleswade Town 0.

FINAL (at Huntingdon)
AFC  KEMPSTON 1 ST NEOTS 0.

North Beds Charity Cup

Semi final

WOOTTON withdrew, Stotfold walkover.

Bill Mitchelson Memorial Cup

BOURNE RESERVES 2 Morton 3.

Leading goalscorers

Premier Division

42 – Daren Dykes (Newport Pagnell)

40 – Shane Tolley (St Neots)

36 – Jack Defty (Kings Lynn)

30 – Stefan Moore (St Neots)

27 – Michael Byrne (Stewarts & Lloyds)

26 – Dan Jacob (St Neots)

25 – Dan Holman (Long Buckby), Addie Staffieri (Blackstones – including 10 for Raunds), Jason Turner 

        (Wellingborough – including 1 for Deeping)

23 –Darren Lynch (Newport Pagnell), Jamie Thurlbourne (Kings Lynn)

22 – Stephen Spriggs (Kings Lynn)

21 – Karl Gibbs (Peterborough Northern Star), Liam Harrold (Deeping)

20 – Gary Bull (Boston Town)

19 – Vinny Shrieves (Newport Pagnell), Alfie Taylor (Cogenhoe)

17 – Paul Caswell, Shaun Goodall (Irchester), Scott Fielding (St Ives), Jon Stead (Peterborough Northern Star)

16 – Alex Beck (Boston Town), Will Briscoe (Daventry United), Dan Surridge (Wellingborough)

15 – Darren Frost (Daventry United), Robbie Harris (Kings Lynn), Greg Ling (Long Buckby), Lewis Webb (St 

         Neots)

14 – Karl Bates (Cogenhoe)

13 – David Burton-Jones (Blackstones), Jon Crockett (Daventry United), Matt Heron (Deeping), Josh Moreman, 

        Avelino Vieira (Peterborough Northern Star), Jamie Shaw (Sleaford), Conor Washington (St Ives)

12 – Lewis Hilliard (St Neots), Mark Jones (Deeping – including 5 for Peterborough Northern Star)

11 – Liam Boath (Stewarts & Lloyds), Mitch Griffiths (Holbeach)

10 – Chris Bacon (Kings Lynn), Adam Hancock (Northampton Spencer), Tom Liversedge (Wellingborough)
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Leading goalscorers – continued

Division One

31 – Nick Worley (Bugbrooke – including 7 for Sileby and 2 for Wellingborough)

25 – Kofi Schulz (AFC Kempston)

23 – Leigh Chapman (Burton PW)

22 – Cavell Jarvis (Thrapston – including 2 for Cogenhoe), Danny Watson (AFC Kempston)

20 – Jamie Russell (Thrapston)

18 – Stewart Allan (Olney)

17 – Graham Tibbals (Potton), Jack Weeden (AFC Kempston)

16 – Elliott Muddiman (ON Chenecks)

15 – Aaron Baldwin (AFC Kempston), Lee Bassett (Eynesbury – including 2 for St Neots), Jake Newman 

        (Whitworth)

13 – Dan Drane (Huntingdon)

12 – Mike Houghton (Thrapston), Matthew Old (Olney)

11 – Kieran Linnett (Rothwell Town), Kyle Stimpson (Buckingham)

10 – Adam Boothby (Eynesbury), Wayne Brown (Burton PW), Tyler Merries (Rushden & Higham), Ady 

        Redmond (Bugbrooke), Shaun Winconek (Wootton)

Reserve Division One

25 – Tom Lorraine (Woodford)

24 – Jake Thompson (Stewarts & Lloyds)

21 – Kyle Orange (Blackstones)

19 – Ashley Bradshaw (Cogenhoe)

18 – James Allcock (ON Chenecks), Paul Pickering (Northampton Spencer), Ashley Simpson (Cogenhoe)

17 – Josh Sturniolo (AFC Kempston)

16 – Jon McNeillie (Wellingborough), Luke Watkins (Peterborough Northern Star)

13 – Sam Strange (Blackstones)

12 – Dustin Fitzgerald (Cogenhoe)

11 – Bryn Williams (St Neots)

10 – Scott Joseph, Allesandro Ruggiero (AFC Kempston), Lewis Leckie (Blackstones – all for St Ives), Dan Scott

        (Woodford)

Reserve Division Two

35 – Clive Collyer (Thrapston)

31 – Lee Wilson (Bugbrooke)

25 – Sean Hamblin (Irchester)

21 – Craig Lawman (Irchester)

19 – Nelson Moreira (Kings Lynn)

17 – Tom Barnes (Kings Lynn)

16 – Daryl Lawman (Irchester)

14 – George Hunt (Bugbrooke), Dave Kew (Raunds)

11 – Ashley Boness (Eynesbury)

10 – Ben Cole (Eynesbury), Luke McIlroy (Thrapston), John Mills (Olney)
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Player of the Year winners

The club presentation evening is in full swing and award winners notified to the league to date are as follows:-

Blackstones: Mick Duggan (P), Robbie Pearce (M & S)

Boston Town: Craig Parker (M), Nathan Stainfield (M & S)

Cogenhoe United: Karl Bates (M), Lee Gotch (S), Lewis Leslie (P)

Deeping Rangers: Matt Heron (P & S), Michael Stevenson (M)

Irchester United: Mark Hackett (P & S), Sam Maude (M)
Kings Lynn Town: Jack Defty (M & S), Stephen Spriggs (Sp), Alex Street (P), Ross Watson (Ch)
Long Buckby: Greg Ling (M), Dan Quigley (S), Tom Stephanou (P)
Newport Pagnell Town: Daren Dykes (M, P & S)
Northampton Spencer: Alex Deakin (S), Peter Smith (M & P)

Peterborough Northern Star: Richard Jones (P), Jon Stead (M)
Rothwell Corinthians: Phil Cox (club)
St Ives Town: Ricky Dear (M), Dan Newman (P), Conor Washington (S)

St Neots Town: Dan Jacob (M), Shane Tolley (P), Lewis Webb (S)

Wellingborough Town 2004: Michael Boyle-Chong (M), Dan Spaughton (S), Jason Turner (P)
Yaxley: Ricky Hailstone (M), Lewis Stone (P)

AFC Kempston Rovers: Sam Brown (P), Mark Bunker (M)

Bourne Town: Dan Jarman (P & S), Dan Smith (M)
Bugbrooke St Michaels: Tom Bland (M), James Sterling (P)
Huntingdon Town: Dave Beeny (M, P & S)

Northampton Sileby Rangers: Joe Rich (P), Luke Stone (M)
Olney Town: Paul Blackwell (M), Julian Old (S), Sam Parrish (P)

Potton United: Nick Cooper (P), Aaron Loney (M), Graham Tibbals (S)

Rushden & Higham United: Ryan Kalla (P), Jake Upton (club)

Thrapston Town: Ben Lord (M), Jamie Russell (P)
Wellingborough Whitworth: Sam Foulser ((P), James Gorman (S), Adam Randall (M)
Wootton Blue Cross: Jamie Gerrard (P), Chris Reeves (M), Billy Sells (Coach)

Key – Ch = chairman’s; M = manager’s; P = players’; S = supporters’; Sp = sponsors’

Other award winners will be advised in subsequent bulletins.
Linnets spark attendance boom

The arrival of Kings Lynn in the league sparked a significant upturn in attendances in the competition with top flight crowds improving from an average of 87.06 spectators in 2009-10 to 126.54 this time round.

53,145 spectators watched Premier Division football during the current season and of those 14,516 attended Kings Lynn matches at The Walks with 5,899 watching the Linnets on their travels.

Eighteen of the Premier Division clubs recorded their best attendances when the Linnets were in town, while the season’s highest attendance was recorded at the Hunts Post Community Stadium as 1,481 saw St Neots entertain Kings Lynn on 5th February.

Fifteen Premier Division clubs reported increased attendances in comparison with 2009-10 as did nine Division One clubs. 13,826 watched Division One football with a small increase in the average attendance from 48.3 to 50.83. Newcomers Rothwell Town’s average of 74 was the best in the division with the highest individual crowd the 145 which watched Thrapston clinch promotion against Whitworth on 22nd April.
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Attendance statistics 



09-10
Club

Total
Ave.
Ave.
Highest

Lowest

Kings Lynn Town

14,516
726
-
1445 v St Neots
523 v Rothwell C.

St Neots Town

7,386
369
259
1481 v Kings Lynn
203 v Wellingboro.

St Ives Town

2,716
136
148
384 v Kings Lynn
81 v Desborough

Peterborough Northern Star

2,456
123
87
364 v Kings Lynn
42 v Rothwell C.

Deeping Rangers

2,170
109
104
307 v Kings Lynn
63 v Wellingboro.

Wellingborough Town 2004

2,148
107
109
234 v Kings Lynn
70 v Cogenhoe

Newport Pagnell Town

1,931
97
73
326 v Kings Lynn
61 v Yaxley

Holbeach United

1,910
96
87
350 v Kings Lynn
47 v Stewarts & L.

Blackstones

1,909
95
68
220 v Kings Lynn
53 v Desborough

Sleaford Town

1,900
95
101
302 v Kings Lynn
57 v Irchester

Boston Town

1,732
87
74
297 v Kings Lynn
48 v Desborough/








        Daventry U.

Yaxley

1,457
73
54
262 v Kings Lynn
38 v Stewarts & L.

Raunds Town

1,440
72
73
154 v St Neots
30 v Daventry U.

Northampton Spencer

1,388
69
68
176 v St Neots
32 v Sleaford

Desborough Town

1,345
67
66
160 v Kings Lynn
40 v Sleaford

Irchester United

1,267
63
42
188 v Kings Lynn
30 v Daventry U.

Long Buckby

1,250
63
61
210 v Kings Lynn
25 v Stewarts & L.

Cogenhoe United

1,248
62
62
143 v Kings Lynn
32 v Daventry U.

Rothwell Corinthians

1,111
56
54
162 v Kings Lynn
30 v Blackstones/








Newport Pagnell

Daventry United

1,107
55
46
127 v Kings Lynn
30 v P’boro NS/








Sleaford/Holbeach

Stewarts & Lloyds Corby

758
38
41
120 v Kings Lynn
17 v Boston

Rothwell Town

1,184
74
-
102 v Harborough
54 v Olney

Eynesbury Rovers

1,103
69
90
141 v Huntingdon
25 v Bourne

Olney Town

1,103
69
46
115 v Rushden & H.
30 v ON Chenecks

Thrapston Town

1,098
69
62
145 v Whitworth
22 v Wootton

Buckingham Town

1.056
66
46
86 v Potton

48 v Kempston

Bourne Town

932
58
66
95 v Kempston
35 v Wootton

AFC Kempston Rovers

877
55
42
128 v Wootton
35 v Harborough

Burton Park Wanderers

791
49
38
90 v Buckingham
29 v ON Chenecks

Bugbrooke St Michaels

745
47
42
86 v Sileby

30 v Bourne

Wellingborough Whitworth

711
44
51
130 v Thrapston
27 v Potton

Northampton ON Chenecks

701
44
40
80 v Buckingham
20 v Rothwell T.

Northampton Sileby Rangers

671
42
34
87 v Bugbrooke
20 v Eynesbury

Huntingdon Town

667
42
41
70 v Potton

25 v Rothwell.ON








Chenecks/Wootton

Harborough Town

606
38
-
80 v Thrapston/
17 v Bourne






Rothwell T.

Rushden & Higham United

605
38
44
51 v Eynesbury
27 v Wootton

Wootton Blue Cross

525
33
37
53 v Rothwell T.
14 v Harborough

Potton United

451
28
32
51 v Kempston
16 v Harborough
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Eleven first team ever presents

Eleven players ended the 2010-11 campaign with ever present appearance records in domestic first team football, a mere four in the Premier Division with seven more boasting 100% records in the shorter Division One programme.

Two of the Premier quartet were goalkeepers, Nicky Conroy of Peterborough Northern Star with 45 league and league cup appearances and Richard Lavin of Stewarts & Lloyds with 42. Defender Danny Pownall was also ever present for the Foundrymen with Boston Town defender Nathan Stainfield completing the Premier maximum men with 44 league and league cup appearances.

Division One runners up Thrapston had three of the seven lower grade ever presents in their ranks with David Coales, Matt Harris and Jamie Russell all appearing in 35 domestic matches apiece. The lower grade’s only ever present goalkeeper was Martin Conway of champions AFC Kempston with 34 appearances. Bugbrooke left back Tom Murfitt featured in all 34 of the Badgers games with James Gorman an ever present in 33 domestic games for Whitworth. Completing the maximum men was ON Chenecks striker Elliott Muddiman with 34 appearances.
There were near misses recorded for Kings Lynn trio Alex Street and brothers Jamie and Luke Thurlbourne and St Neots midfield dynamo Lewis Webb. All four featured in every league game but missed action in the Knockout Cup.

Just four players were ever present in reserve team football. Two were ever present for AFC Kempston as they finished Reserve Division One runners up – Dan Church and Allesandro Ruggiero playing in all 29 games. Tom Younghusband of bottom markers Bourne played all 29 domestic games for the Wakes while the only 100% man in Reserve Division Two was Mark Scotcher of Eynesbury with 32 appearances.

Two more players were ever present in Reserve Division Two football but Jake Portas of Boston Town and Sean Hamblin of Irchester missed some cup action for their respective clubs.

Spalding return

The Football Association have placed Spalding United in the United Counties League for season 2011-12 following their relegation from the Evo Stik League Division One South.

The Tulips will be starting their seventh spell in membership of the competition which they first joined in 1931. They have won the league on five occasions and the Knockout Cup twice.

Recent seasons have been a roller coaster ride for Spalding who were promoted to the Southern League in 1988 and 1999 and to the Northern Premier League in 2004, winning the UCL at the first attempt in their last spell in the competition.

Since returning to step 4 Spalding have struggled to make an impact and finished bottom of the Evo Stik League Division One South last season with just 16 points from 42 games.

The Tulips are managed by Andy Stanhope who was a member of their promotion winning team seven years ago. He is assisted by Bob Don-Duncan who presided over the club’s first promotion in 1988 and later won two UCL championships with Boston Town. 
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