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Champions lose key men

Premier Division champions Stewarts & Lloyds have lost the services a number of the star performers in their title winning campaign to higher grade football.

Experienced defender Steve Julian, midfielder Tom Mills and leading goalscorer Michael Byrne have all linked up with Zamaretto League outfit Rothwell Town while former Derby County teenager Ed Matthews is playing for Nuneaton. In addition ever present defender Paul Malone has moved on to UniBond League Stamford, so players from last season’s reserve and youth teams could get their senior opportunities in the months ahead.

S&L have had a change at the reserve team helm with Lee Duffy joining Rothwell Corinthians as first team boss. One time Corby Town player Ian Walker has taken the second string reins.
Pre-season results: 18/7 – Harborough (A) D 2-2; 28/7 – Rushden & Higham (H) W 1-0; 1/8 – Corby Strip Mills (H) W 8-4; 6/8 – Harborough (H) W 3-2.

Bickerstaff steps up at Stotfold

Stotfold have a change of manager to report for the second successive season after the end of campaign departure of Ian Donnelly. After the Eagles were refused permission to change leagues by the Football Association assistant Terry Kitchener also chose to step down, and Stotfold opted to promote from within handing Gordon Bickerstaff the top job after enjoying huge success with the club’s youth and reserve teams.

Cecil Lee will assist Bickerstaff with Pete Cosby coach while two former Stotfold players have returned to Roker to take the reserve reins. Wes Byrne has moved from Langford to take charge of the second string with Gary Hoy as his assistant.

Most of last season’s regulars are still on the Stotfold staff although striker Brett Donnelly and Joel Mason have moved to higher grade Hitchin and Barton Rovers respectively. New faces in the Eagles squad are Ware midfielder Matt Endersby and Potton’s top scorer last term, Jez McMurrough, plus widely travelled striker Leon Gutzmore who has signed from Hitchin.

Pre-season results: 28/7 – Arlesey (H) L 2-5; 1/8 – Hitchin (H) W 2-0; 4/8 – Baldock Letchworth (H).W 2-0.
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Six new faces for Swans

After an excellent season last time out Newport Pagnell have managed to keep the bulk of their squad together as they plan another assault on the Premier Division title although veteran Aidy Mann has joined Raunds as assistant manager. 
Joining Newport are ex-Lincoln City and Swindon wide man Daren Dykes from Rugby, Buckingham left back Keith Williams, Rushden & Higham defender Sam Dawe, defender or midfielder Ed Wheatley from New Bradwell and Tom Hill who is making a comeback after a two and a half year absence from the game with an ankle injury. Another exciting signing is young midfielder Chezney Johnson who has been on Watford’s books.
Pre-season results: 14/7 – Dunstable (H) W 2-1; 18/7 - MK Dons (H) L 0-1 (Marshall Cup); 21/7 – Cranfield (A) W 2-1; 23/7 – Abingdon Town (A) L 3-4; 25/7 – New Bradwell (H) D 1-1; 28/7 – Buckingham (H) W 1-0; 1/8 – Rushden & Higham (A) L 1-2.

Changes galore at Deeping

Deeping Rangers will have one of the most changed squads as the new season swings into action. Sam Bettinson, Danny Bircham, Dave Burton-Jones, David Cobb, Andy Ellis and Lee Ellison have all joined former Deeping manager Tuncay Korkmaz at Stamford while the Premier Division’s leading scorer last term Ryan Semple has signed for Conference North club Gainsborough.

New manager Pat Rayment has signed some quality players to fill the gaps though. Four players have arrived from higher level football – goalkeeper Lea Jordan (Soham), defender Dan Holyoak (Spalding) and midfield pair Scott Musgrove (Rugby) and Luke Kennedy (Spalding). 
Experienced Holbeach defender Danny Hussey will double up in a player/assistant manager role while wide man Dan Jacob has switched from Yaxley and midfielder Lee Blewett arrives from Peterborough Northern Star. Another former Cuckoo signing for Rangers is midfielder Jimmy Dean who had a break from the game last year. 

Striking captures are Mark Paul whose goals helped Peterborough Northern Star to the Division One title last season and Peterborough United youth team supreme Dave Robertson who had a handful of matches for Eynesbury last term when his Posh commitments allowed it. Full back Alex Phillips has joined on his release from Rushden & Diamonds having spent the last couple of months of last season with Newport Pagnell on work experience.
Pre-season results: 4/7 – Bardon Hill (H) W 2-1; 8/7 – Huntingdon (H) L 1-2; 11/7 – Grantham (H) D 0-0; 18/7 – Rothwell Town (H) L 1-4; 25/7 – Burton PW (H) W 11-0; 28/7 – Peterborough Northern Star (H) D 3-3; 1/8 – Spalding (H) W 1-0; 4/8 – Deeping Sports (H) W 4-1.
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Poachers sign experienced trio

Boston Town have had a relatively low key close season but Poachers boss Bob Don-Duncan has made a trio of astute signings who could ensure the club challenge for honours once again.

Two of the newcomers are defenders. Matt Hocking played in the Football League for Hull, York and Boston United and was with Gateshead in the Conference North last term, while Ben Brown is Lincoln United’s record appearance holder and also played for Hednesford before helping local club Coningsby to the Boston League crown last term. Rejoining Town is Jon Rowan, the former Grimsby striker moved to neighbours Boston United early in the 2007-08 season. Making a move in the opposite direction is front man Matt Kennedy while other departures are defender Ben Dixon who has retired and striker Miles Mason who has joined the RAF.
Other recruits to the Boston cause are striker Peter Fuller from Lincolnshire League champions CGB Humbertherm and midfielder Matt Stares who has been with Croydon Athletic and Holmesdale since his previous spell at Tattershall Road, while an eve of season capture was powerful striker Jermaine Palmer who finished last season with Weymouth in the Conference.

Promotion is the aim for the Poachers this season after carrying out a programme of ground improvements over the summer which has seen the open side of the ground terraced and covered and new seats installed behind the far goal. The club has also put up floodlights on their training area.
Pre-season results: 11/7 – Lincoln Moorlands Railway (H) W 3-0; 14/7 – Louth Town (H) W 3-1; 18/7 – Boston United (H) L 1-3; 21/7 – Nettleham (H) W 6-0; 23/7 – Spalding (A) W 3-0; 25/7 – Wisbech (A) W 2-1; 30/7 – Skegness (A) D 2-2; 1/8 – Tilted Barrel (H) D 1-1.
Record crowd for St Ives friendly

The highlight of St Ives’ pre-season programme was a derby fixture with Conference side Cambridge United at Westwood Road, a record crowd of 801 attending as the Us ran out 5-0 winners.

New additions to the St Ives squad are St Neots defenders Matt Bannister and Jon Hall, Hemingfords back four man Dan Meston, Potton defender Simon Pearce, Ramsey full back Carl Taylor and midfield man James Wallis and front runner Chris Ewles from Waterbeach. 

Long serving midfielder Liam Kennett has emigrated to France while Dan Pilsworth has moved to the United States. Tim Quy has retired from the game and Junior McDougald has also left Westwood Road.

The club has undergone big changes off the field, becoming a limited company and appointing a board of directors under the chairmanship of Ashley Griffiths.
Extensive work has taken place over the summer to improve the playing surface.

Pre-season results: 18/7 – Thrapston (A) W 2-0; 21/7 – Newmarket (A) W 3-1; 23/7 – Whitton (A) W 2-1; 30/7 – Arlesey (H) W 3-1; 1/8 – Cambridge United (H) L 0-5; 4/8 – Biggleswade United (A) W 3-1.
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Town hit the ground running

After a disappointing end to last season Daventry Town have hit the ground running with a series of wins in their build up to the new season.

New manager Aidy Fuller has added to the depth of the squad by bringing in a number of new faces, several from higher grade football. Widely travelled midfielder Paul Lamb has joined from Bedworth as player coach while Neil Lazarus has also switched from the Greenbacks. Defender Neil Stacey has followed the manager from Woodford while the versatile Jason Lee and target man Russ Dunkley have made the short trip from Long Buckby. Former Racing Warwick midfielder Ryan Howell completes the line up of Communications Park newcomers.

The only departure from Town’s end of season squad is wide man Andy Gordon who has moved to Hampshire.

Pre-season results: 14/7 – Banbury (H) W 4-2; 18/7 – Coalville (H) W 2-0; 21/7 – St Andrews (H) W 5-1; 25/7 – Dudley (A) W 4-2; 28/7 – Ardley (H) W 4-0; 4/8 – Sileby (H) W 2-1.

More silverware for Buckby

After carrying off the Northamptonshire Hillier Senior Cup at the end of last season, Long Buckby had the opportunity of further silverware when they took on Northampton Town for the Maunsell Cup at Station Road on 30th July. 

Adam Sandy’s men added to their trophy haul with a 3-2 win over the Cobblers, thanks to first half goals from visiting defender Paul Rodgers, Dan Quigley and new recruit Glenn Walker. Northampton pulled back two goals after the interval but Buckby held on to their lead in front of a 400 plus crowd.

Matt Green, who had a brief spell as the Bucks’ caretaker manager between Glen Botterill’s departure and Adam Sandy’s arrival, has returned from Daventry Town, while other signings are ON Chenecks defender Jerry Moss, Sileby forward Glenn Walker and ex-Kislingbury midfielder or striker Greg Ling.

Defender Ollie Wilkinson returns to Station Road after spells with Corby Town and Rothwell Town while ON Chenecks midfielder Louis Pilgrim is another capture.
Buckby have lost the services of last season’s top scorer Ben Foster to Zamaretto League Woodford. 
Pre-season results: 14/7 – Coalville (A) W 4-0; 18/7 – Sileby (H) W 5-0; 25/7 – Rushall (A) D 1-1; 30/7 – NORTHAMPTON TOWN (H) W 3-2 (Maunsell Cup); 4/8 – Banbury (A) L 0-2.

Strikers boost for Cogenhoe

After finding goalscoring tough last season Cogenhoe go into the new campaign with increased firepower at the disposal of manager Darren Collins.

Northampton Spencer hot shot Alfie Taylor has switched to Compton Park while the league’s joint top scorer in 2007-08 Rob Foster will start the season in Cooks’ colours although Nuneaton will have first call on the non contract player’s services. 

Also joining Cogenhoe are Raunds pair, utility man Danny Frid and midfielder Jamie Russell, plus Irchester’s top marksman last season, Jason Vaughan and Ben Baines who headed the Wootton scorecharts last term.

Highly rated left back Jack Ashton has stepped up two levels to join Zamaretto Premier outfit Banbury.

Pre-season results: 11/7 – Barton Rovers (H) D 1-1; 14/7 – Irchester (A) W 4-1; 18/7 – Olney (A) W 1-0; 21/7 – Brackley (H) L 0-2; 25/7 – Soham (H) L 1-2; 28/7 – Nuneaton (H) L 0-2; 1/8 – Friar Lane & Epworth (A) L 1-2; 4/8 – THRAPSTON W 1-0.
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Shopmates rebuild under new management
Raunds face a season of rebuilding after a number of last season’s regulars opted to leave Kiln Park for pastures new, several choosing to follow former manager Colin Ridgway to Division One Thrapston.

Lee Howard has stepped up from assistant to take charge with one time Woodford, Higham and Cogenhoe boss Aidy Mann moving from Newport Pagnell to be Howard’s number two. Jimmy Scott has joined from Rushden & Higham to run the second string.
New signings have rebuilt the Shopmates defence with the widely travelled Stuart Smeathers joining from Long Buckby, experienced campaigner Ady Pestell switching from Bugbrooke, Lee Dorrington returning from Wellingborough and Craig Harrower and Craig Scriven stepping up from Division One football with Rushden & Higham. Back four man Jamie Moss from ON Chenecks, goalkeeper Michael Freeman from Wellingborough and front runner Curtis Long from Rushden & Higham are other new faces in the Shopmates’ squad.
Pre-season results: 19/7 – Dunhill (H) W 7-0; 22/7 – Burton PW (H) W 3-1; 25/7 – Northampton Town (H) L 2-4; 30/7 – St Andrews (H) D 0-0; 1/8 – Kingsbury London Tigers (H) L 0-1; 5/8 – Rushden & Diamonds XI (H).L 0-2.
Few changes for Desborough
After a season of rebuilding last time out, Desborough have had a low key summer with little player movement taking place at the Waterworks Field.

Manager Dave Williams has snapped up two recruits from league rivals, Stewarts & Lloyds midfielder Paul Doherty and Long Buckby full back Dan Burke. Also arriving at the Waterworks Field is Rothwell Town front man Greig McIlwain, but for the most part the squad will comprise familiar faces to Ar Tarn fans.
Pre-season results: 23/7 – Kettering (H) L 2-5; 28/7 – Irchester (A) W 7-0; 1/8 – Harborough (A) W 6-3; 4/8 – Rothwell Town (H) L 2-4.

Peaks takes the Spencer reins

Northampton Spencer have handed Andy Peaks his first managerial role after the departure of Rob Gould to league rivals Wellingborough after a single season in charge at Kingsthorpe Mill.

Former Northampton Town and Rushden & Diamonds defender Peaks has previously been assistant manager at Stamford in the Southern League and at Premier Division rivals Long Buckby and Daventry Town. He will be assisted by Kevin Slinn who returns from Daventry Town and Scott Carlin from last season’s management team.

Peaks has added a number of new faces to his squad. Returning to Millers colours are Cogenhoe midfielder Phil Cassidy and Whitworths goalkeeper Craig Neighbour. Brothers Ashley and Jason Bradshaw have arrived from AFC Kempston and ON Chenecks respectively while further signings are midfielders Chris Kirby (Whitefield Norpol) and Lee Botterill (Long Buckby) and Harpole brothers forward Carl and defender Dave Barrick.. .
Pre-season results: 14/7 – Whitworths (A) W 2-1; 18/7 – Irchester (H) W 3-2; 21/7 – Aylesbury (H) L 2-3; 25/7 – GB Deaf XI D 1-1; 28/7 – AFC Kempston (A) W 1-0; 1/8 – Southam (H) W 2-1; 4/8 – Lutterworth Athletic (H) W 3-1.
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Same again for Stones

After a strong finish to last season Blackstones go into the new campaign with a very similar squad on display at Lincoln Road.

Manager Dave Bird has a new assistant in long serving defender Matt Walker, while newcomers to the squad are Cottesmore defender Marcus Baines and RAF goalkeeper Darren Wright who has previous experience with Stafford Rangers.

Pre-season results: 23/7 – Peterborough Northern Star (A) L 2-3; 30/7 – Deeping Sports (A) L 1-2; 1/8 – Stamford (H) L 0-1.

Yaxley lose star men

Yaxley’s plans for the new season were hit over the summer when the players who shared the awards for last season, defender Andy Lodge, wide man Dan Jacob and top scorer Liam Harrold opted for pastures new. Also missing is defender Matt Parrott who s taking a break from the game.   

Cuckoos boss Gary Clipston has snapped up former Bourne skipper Aaron Ridout to shore up his defence with striker Alex Harrison also switching from the Wakes, while also recruiting two of the Ramsey squad which won the Peterborough League last term, midfielder Chris Talton and prolific marksman Jamie Darlow.

Also checking in at Leading Drove are defender Marc Day from the Boston United academy and Cottesmore midfielder Jack Whyley.

Pre-season results: 7/7 Deeping Sports (H) L 0-4; 15/7 – Whittlesey (H) W 2-1; 18/7 – Huntingdon (H) L 3-4; 24/7 – Newmarket (A) L 2-4; 1/8 – Peterborough Northern Star (A) L 0-4.

Changes aplenty for Sleaford

Sleaford manager Brian Rowland has rung the changes for his club’s third season of Premier Division football. Former assistant manager Jason Harrison has returned from Bourne to rejoin the Eslaforde Park backroom staff and has been followed from the Abbey Lawn by schoolboy internationals Matt Hodgkin and Tom Siddons and Wakes top scorer Miles Hunter, all three return to Sleaford colours. Also arriving from Bourne are Temi Ajimoko, Steve Hipkiss, John Currall, Joe Richardson and former Lincoln United skipper Gary Walters.
Experienced back four man Dom Revill was with Grantham last season while defender Josh Giles and striker Ben Good also arrive from UniBond League football with Lincoln United. Wide man Jamie McCormack and midfielder Steve Brown have come from professional backgrounds with Lincoln City and Leicester City respectively while defender Seb Firman, utility man Liam Tunstall and Grantham League top marksman Ryan Oliver all arrive from Colsterworth. Other new faces are Scott Wilson from Horncastle, James Young from Newark Flowserve, Joe Clarke from Loughborough University, Boston United youngster, midfielder Joe Braithwaite and Harrowby midfielder Simon Bolland.

As part of Lincoln City’s 125th anniversary celebrations, Town were invited to take on a young Imps squad for the John Reames Memorial Cup at Sincil Bank on July 19th. Sleaford turned in a fine display to run out 4-1 winners with goals from Kris Jones, Miles Hunter and two goal Ryan Oliver in front of a thousand plus crowd.

The club has also had a number of changes off the field with Tony Farrow taking over the chair of a revamped board of directors from Kevin Scrupps, who will now concentrate on duties with Sleaford Sports Association who have responsibility for the Eslaforde Park complex.

Pre-season results: 14/7 – Fulbeck (H) W 9-2; 19/7 – Lincoln City (A) W 4-1 (John Reames Memorial Cup); 23/7 – Sealord (H) W 1-0; 1/8 – Billinghay (H) W 5-0; 4/8 – Lincoln United (H) L 1-4.
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Tigers recruit new faces

Holbeach have freshened up their squad over the summer by introducing a sprinkling of new faces to the Carters Park squad.

Joining from UniBond League neighbours Spalding are former Boston United defender Jon Fairweather along with Ben Crane and striker Cymon Lambe, midfield brothers Carl and Jason Sedlan have switched from Sleaford along with wide man Pete Sutton, England schoolboy cap and Boston United defender Lewis Brooks had a handful of games for Bourne last term, while one time Lincoln United defender Karl Horsewood has signed from Welsh club Llanrhian. Completing the new faces are former Grimsby Town youngster, left sided utility man Craig Parker, midfielder Stevie Murphy from Boston Town and teenage Boston United front runner Alex Beck.
Pre-season results: 16/7 – Pinchbeck (H) W 3-1; 18/7 – Skegness (A) L 1-2; 22/7 – Kings Lynn XI (H) L 0-3; 28/7 – Wyberton (H) W 3-1; 30/7 – Parson Drove (H) W 10-0; 1/8 – Boston United XI (H) W 3-2.   

Crowds flock to Kester Way

A high profile programme of pre season fixture has seen the crowds flock to Kester Way to watch St Neots take on opposition from the professional game.

An attendance of 800 plus set a new ground record as the Saints took on a Luton Town side newly relegated from the Football League on 10th July, more than 500 were present five days later to see St Neots duel with a Peterborough United squad and on 28th July a match with a young Tottenham Hotspur side saw the ground record shattered again as 1,177 flocked into the ground, paying what is believed to be record receipts for a match on a UCL ground.

Manager Steve Lomas has introduced a Saints legend to his backroom team, bringing master marksman and former St Neots manager Steve Kuhne back to the club, but ex-Premiership pair Michael Hughes and Sylvin Legwinski have departed.

On field recruits include experienced goalkeeper Ian Brown from Hemel Hempstead, former Peterborough United custodian Luke McShane from Spalding, midfield man Ian Edge who helped Peterborough Northern Star to the Division One championship last season, seasoned striker Liam Harrold and full back Andy Lodge, both from Yaxley via pre season stopovers at Deeping, and a pair of former Godmanchester defenders, Nicky Hurst and Chris Hugill. Eve of season recruits were Bedford Town midfield man Paul Dwyer and one time Hitchin striker Leon Simpson, at a reported 6 foot ten inches, almost certainly the league’s tallest player past and present! 
Pre-season results: 10/7 – Luton (H) L 1-3; 15/7 – Peterborough United XI (H) L 1-2; 25/7 – Ely (A) D 1-1; 28/7 – Tottenham Hotspur XI (H) L 1-3; 1/8 – Norwich United (H) W 3-2; 4/8 – AFC Sudbury (H) W 3-1.
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Gould takes the Dog & Duck reins

After Joe Smyth’s shock resignation for personal reasons, former Wellingborough defender Rob Gould has returned to the Dog & Duck to fill the managerial vacancy. Gould played for the club in the 2007-08 season but after his playing career was halted by injury he took over as manager of Premier Division rivals Northampton Spencer last summer. Following him from Kingsthorpe Mill is assistant Nick Verity who was previously part of Nick Ashby’s backroom team at Wellingborough.

Former Bugbrooke under 18 manager Matt Clarke has joined the Doughboys to take over the reserve side in partnership with Jamie Walker.

On the signing front, the goalkeeper position will be contested by Shaun Markie who has followed the new boss from Spencer and ex-Lutterworth Athletic man Tom Stephanou, while Doughboys youth product Nick Harrison has returned from Thrapston.

Also linking up with the Doughboys are Spalding captain Stuart Goosey, and Rushden & Higham strike prospect Ben Johnson while an international flavour is provided by Ghanaian Michael Obeng from Wealdstone and Spaniard Victor Gonzalez who played for University College Northampton last season. Midfielder Wayne Richardson has followed the new manager from Northampton Spencer along with one time Northampton Town striker Scott Cross while ex-Millers wide man Dan Webster has arrived at the Dog & Duck via ON Chenecks.
Pre-season results: 15/7 – Brixworth (A) D 0-0; 18/7 – Romulus (H) L 0-1; 25/7 – St Andrews (A) W 5-1; 28/7 – Bedford Town (H) L 1-3; 1/8 – Thrapston (H) D 2-2; 4/8 – Northants Combination Rep XI (H) W 2-1..

New look for Wakes

There have been plenty of changes at the Abbey Lawn over the summer. Manager Martyn Lakin has revamped his backroom team, bringing in ex-Boston Town championship winner Ian Shooter and former Holbeach midfielder Rob Speechley as his assistants.

On the field most of the club’s Grantham and Sleaford based players have departed with new signings arriving in the main from the Boston area. Romanian midfielder Antonio Pascu had spells with both Boston United and Boston Town last term, while another former Poacher is defender Tony Brooks.
Pinchbeck goalkeeper Tom Roberts, defender Tim Smith and midfielder John Smith and former Holbeach pair Adam Jackson and Gary Piper are other Wakes captures along with prison service international Rob Masters from North Sea Camp and Swineshead defender Nathan Stainfield.

Good news for the club over the summer saw the Abbey Lawn trustees grant permission for the club to fence in the ground on matchdays. With this in mind the club has reduced the width of the playing surface to assist with the work programme.

Pre-season results: 11/7 – Long Sutton (A) W 9-0; 14/7 – Stamford (H) D 4-4; 21/7 – Boston United XI (H) W 3-0; 25/7 – Moulton Harrox (H) W 2-0; 1/8 – Pinchbeck (A) D 1-1.  
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Duffy strengthens Corinths squad

After a torrid Premier Division baptism last time out, Rothwell Corinthians hope to fare better in their second top flight campaign under new manager Lee Duffy. The former Stewarts & Lloyds reserve boss has assembled an impressive management team with former S&L first team manager Paul Ross and ex-Cottingham assistant manager Phil Doherty joining the backroom staff alongside existing assistant Paul Smith.

Duffy has signed a number of the S&L reserve squad which finished as Reserve Divison One runners-up last season – defenders Anthony Farrell, Sean McGillick and John Mackay have all checked in at Sergeant’s Lawn along with midfielder Ryan Cottingham and front man Bobby Drain.

Other Corinths recruits are defender Andy Allison from Whitworths, Medbourne midfielder Russell Escritt and front men Danny Rogers (Wellingborough) and Lee Thomson (Desborough). Also moving from the Waterworks Field are defender Micky Harman, midfielder Danny Steed and goalkeeper Tom March, while midfielder James Lorimer finished last term with Rothwell Town. 
Pre-season results: 11/7 – Harborough (A) L 1-2; 18/7 – Oundle (A) W 8-0; 23/7 – Rothwell Town (H) L 1-2 (Pete Johnson Memorial Cup); 25/7 – Grantham Rangers (A) W 5-2; 1/8 – Blaby & Whetstone (H) W 1-0; 4/8 – Whitworth (A) W 3-2.  
Promoted United add to playing staff
Premier Division newcomers Daventry United have strengthened their squad in a bid to make an impact back at the higher level. 

Defender Brad Harris and midfielder Ben Collins have switched from near neighbours Daventry Town, while another ex-Elderstuibbs man, defender Tim Orford, has joined from Racing Warwick. Midfielder Nicky Ling has arrived from Sileby while striker Tom Liversedge has arrived from Northants Combination champions Harpole. A recruit from higher grade football is goalkeeper Lee Farrow from Zamaretto League North Leigh
United have revived their reserve squad this season with Gary Fuller from Middleton Cheney and Coventry based Jay Gibson managing the side.

Pre-season results: 18/7 – Buckingham (H) W 4-0; 21/7 – Easington Sports (H) W 1-0; 25/7 – Bedworth (H) L 1-2; 30/7 – Adderbury Park (H) W 6-1; 1/8 – Brixworth (H) W 3-0.   

Player of theYear winners

We’ve the remaining Player of the Year winners from last season’s club presentation evenings:-

Rothwell Corinthians: Chris Dunn (Club)

Sleaford: Kris Jones (M & P)

Yaxley: Matt Holland (P), Dan Jacob (M), Andy Lodge (S)

Burton PW: Andy Cox (M), Andy Lambert (P)
Huntingdon: Darren Ray (M & P) 
M = Manager’s; P = Players’; S = Supporters’
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Cup round-up

League Knockout Cup

Preliminary Round

Daventry United v Sileby (1/9); Long Buckby v Buckingham (1/9); Raunds v Yaxley (1/9); Blackstones v Burton PW (1/9); Northampton Spencer v Stotfold (1/9).

First Round

Bourne v St Neots (1/9); Long Buckby/Buckingham v Raunds/Yaxley; Bugbrooke v Rushden & Higham (2/9); Daventry United/Sileby v Olney; Potton v Blackstones/Burton PW; Eynesbury v Stewarts & Lloyds (2/9); Newport Pagnell v Wellingborough (1/9); Whitworth v Thrapston (1/9); Desborough v St Ives (1/9); Cogenhoe v Holbeach (3/10); Deeping v Boston Town (1/9); Daventry Town v Rothwell Corinthians (1/9); Huntingdon v AFC Kempston (1/9); Sleaford v Peterborough Northern Star (1/9); Wootton v ON Chenecks (1/9); Northampton Spencer/Stotfold v Irchester.

Reserve Knockout Cup

First Round

Rushden & Higham v Stotfold (15/9); AFC Kempston v Blackstones; Wellingborough v Rothwell Corinthians (15/9); Raunds v Peterborough Northern Star (15/9); Wootton v Deeping; Irchester v St Neots; Long Buckby v Bourne (3/10); Bugbrooke v Northampton Spencer (16/9); Sileby v St Ives (16/9); Huntingdon v ON Chenecks (15/9); Daventry United v Buckingham (16/9); Desborough v Thrapston (15/9); Eynesbury v Woodford (10/10); Burton PW withdrew Cogenhoe walkover; Whitworth v Stewarts & Lloyds (15/9). Bye: Olney.

F.A. Cup

Extra Preliminary Round (15/8)

Hinckley Downes v BOSTON TOWN (16/8); Shirebrook v HOLBEACH; SLEAFORD v Loughborough University; Teversal v BOURNE; DEEPING v Friar Lane & Epworth; Gedling MW v BLACKSTONES; LONG BUCKBY v Hadleigh; YAXLEY v ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS; Great Yarmouth v RAUNDS; Whitton v DAVENTRY TOWN; ST IVES v DAVENTRY UNITED; WELLINGBOROUGH v Wroxham; Woodbridge v ST NEOTS; DESBOROUGH v Newmarket; Diss v COGENHOE; STEWARTS & LLOYDS v Norwich United; NORTHAMPTON SPENCER v March; WOOTTON v Sporting Bengal; Hertford v NEWPORT PAGNELL (14/9); BUCKINGHAM v Hanwell; Biggleswade United v STOTFOLD; POTTON v Hoddesdon (14/8).

Preliminary Round (29/8)

Gedling MW/BLACKSTONES v Shepshed; Lincoln United v DEEPING/Friar Lane & Epworth; SLEAFORD/Loughborough University v Stamford; Shirebrook/HOLBEACH v Hinckley Downes/BOSTON TOWN; Teversal/BOURNE v Goole; DESBOROUGH/Newmarket v Whitton/DAVENTRY TOWN; STEWARTS & LLOYDS/Norwich United v LONG BUCKBY/Hadleigh; Lowestoft v Great Yarmouth/RAUNDS; Walsham le Willows/Kirkley v Diss/COGENHOE; Cornard/Gorleston v NORTHAMPTON SPENCER/March; YAXLEY/ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS v Godmanchester/Haverhill; Dereham/Leiston v WELLINGBOROUGH/Wroxham; Soham v ST IVES/DAVENTRY UNITED; Stowmarket/Mildenhall v Woodbridge/ST NEOTS; Hertford/NEWPORT PAGNELL v Heybridge; BUCKINGHAM/Hanwell v Concord; Thame/Bedford v WOOTTON/Sporting Bengal; Biggleswade United/STOTFOLD v Halstead/Wivenhoe; POTTON/Hoddesdon v Stansted/Royston.
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Cups round-up (continued)

F.A. Vase

First Qualifying Round (5/9)

HOLBEACH v Newark Town; Teversal v SLEAFORD; Cambridge Regional College v HUNTINGDON (6/9); RAUNDS v DAVENTRY TOWN; Godmanchester v ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS; SILEBY v March; WOOTTON v Wembley; BUCKINGHAM v Barking; AFC KEMPSTON v Welwyn Garden City.

Second Qualifying Round (19/9)

BLACKSTONES v Radford; BOSTON TOWN v Bottesford; BOURNE v Graham St Prims; Teversal/SLEAFORD v Sutton; Lincoln Moorlands Railway v HOLBEACH/Newark Town; BUGBROOKE v Team Bury/Mildenhall; THRAPSTON v WELLINGBOROUGH; RAUNDS/DAVENTRY TOWN v Stowmarket; Wisbech v NORTHAMPTON SPENCER; Brantham v Cambridge Regional College/HUNTINGDON; Woodbridge/Great Yarmouth v DESBOROUGH; Newmarket v ST NEOTS; Felixstowe v YAXLEY; DAVENTRY UNITED v Thetford; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM v SILEBY/March; EYNESBURY v Ipswich Wanderers; Godmanchester/ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS v Hadleigh; Norwich United v LONG BUCKBY; BUCKINGHAM/Barking v Basildon; AFC KEMPSTON/Welwyn Garden City v Burnham Ramblers; WOOTTON/Wembley v St Margaretsbury/Crawley Green; Baldock Letchworth/Wivenhoe v POTTON.
Exempt to First Round: DEEPING, NEWPORT PAGNELL, STOTFOLD.

Exempt to Second Round: COGENHOE, ST IVES, STEWARTS & LLOYDS.

Bedfordshire Senior Cup

First Round

Biggleswade United v STOTFOLD (24/11).

Bedfordshire Senior Trophy

First Round (10/10)

AFC KEMPSTON v Renhold; Blunham v POTTON; WOOTTON v Oakley Sports.

Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup

First Round
Kempston Hammers v STOTFOLD RESERVES (17/10); 61 FC Luton Reserves v WOOTTON RESERVES (17/10); AFC KEMPSTON RESERVES v USL Galacticos (24/10).
Berks & Bucks Junior Cup

First Round (3/10)
Stoke Hammond v OLNEY RESERVES; Twyford v BUCKINGHAM RESERVES.
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Cups round-up (continued)

Huntingdonshire Senior Cup

First Round (21/11)

Ramsey v EYNESBURY.

Quarter finals (9/1)

Godmanchester v ST IVES; Needingworth/AFC Fletton v YAXLEY; HUNTINGDON v Ramsey/EYNESBURY; ST NEOTS v Alconbury/Eaton Socon.

Huntingdonshire Scott-Gatty Cup

First Round
ST IVES RESERVES v Bluntisham (26/9); HUNTINGDON RESERVES v Warboys (19/9).

Quarter finals (31/10)

Great Paxton/Powerleague v EYNESBURY RESERVES; ST IVES RESERVES/Bluntisham v Stilton; HUNTINGDON RESERVES/Warboys v ST NEOTS RESERVES.

Huntingdonshire Benevolent Cup

First Round (3/10)

Fenstanton v HUNTINGDON RESERVES; ST NEOTS RESERVES v EYNESBURY RESERVES; Huntingdon United RGE v ST IVES RESERVES.

Quarter finals (14/11)

ST NEOTS RESERVES/EYNESBURY RESERVES v Eaton Socon Reserves; Fenstanton/HUNTINGDON RESERVES v Huntingdon United RGE/ST IVES RESERVES.   

Lincolnshire Senior Trophy

First Round (by 24/10)

Bottesford v BOSTON TOWN; Winterton v BOURNE; HOLBEACH v Barton; Lincoln Moorlands Railway v BLACKSTONES; SLEAFORD v Grantham Rangers.
Northamptonshire Maunsell Cup

LONG BUCKBY 3 Northampton Town 2.

Hinchingbrooke Cup

Preliminary Round

RUSHDEN & HIGHAM v BOURNE; HUNTINGDON v YAXLEY; POTTON v ST IVES (15/9); ST NEOTS v WOOTTON.

First Round

DEEPING v AFC KEMPSTON; PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR v EYNESBURY; Godmanchester v POTTON/ST IVES; Biggleswade United v STOTFOLD; ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS v ST NEOTS/WOOTTON; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM/BOURNE v HUNTINGDON/YAXLEY; WHITWORTH v BLACKSTONES. 
South Midlands Floodlight Cup
First Round

POTTON v Wormley.
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Cups round-up – continued

Ancaster Cup

First Round (by 31/8)
BOURNE RESERVES v Skillington; Ancaster v DEEPING RESERVES.

Harry Robinson Memorial Cup

AFC KEMPSTON 1 Bedford Town 2.

Marshall Cup

NEWPORT PAGNELL 0 MK Dons 1.

John Reames Memorial Cup

Lincoln City 1 SLEAFORD 4.

Pete Johnson Memorial Cup

ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS 1 Rothwell Town 2.
Jamie Victory Cup

BUCKINGHAM 3 Buckingham Athletic 1.
Transfer trail

There has been a much higher level of transfer activity than usual during the summer with numerous players having second thoughts over their original choice of clubs. The pre-season movers are as follows:-  

1.
Shaun Markie
Northampton Spencer to Wellingborough Town 2004

2.
Daniel Webster
Northampton Spencer to Northampton ON Chenecks

3.
Matt Bannister
St Neots Town to St Ives Town

4.
Liam Harrold
Deeping Rangers to St Neots Town

5.
Adam Randall
Northampton Spencer to Thrapston Town

6.
Jason Gray
Northampton Spencer to Northampton ON Chenecks

7.
Phil Anderson
Huntingdon Town to Peterborough Northern Star


8.
Karl Bates
Northampton Spencer to Raunds Town

9. 
Michael Freeman
Wellingborough Town 2004 to Raunds Town

10.
Andy Lodge
Deeping Rangers to St Neots Town

11.
Pete Brothwell
Sleaford Town to Peterborough Northern Star

12.
Scott Cross
Northampton Spencer to Wellingborough Town 2004

13.
Daniel Webster
Northampton ON Chenecks to Wellingborough Town 2004

14.
Chris Walton
Thrapston Town to Raunds Town

